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MESSAGE

I have the pleasure to offer my appreciation to the Dakshin
Kamrup College, Mirza for its effort to publish the College Magazine
"DAKSHIN PAT (2019-2020)". The College magazine incorporates articles
of the college students and the faculty members, 1 believe this publication
will be a strong medium for hoth the students and the faculty members of
the college for an intellectual exercise. It carries sentiments, emotions,
creativity and objectivity to integrate into a totality of views of a

community at a given time.

I hope that the said publication will be richly endowed with
contributions from both the students and the teaching community and will
make interesting reading. I wish all success in the effort and hope the

Magazine will be well accepted by the readers.
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Date: 30.11.2021 (Pratap Jyoti Handigue)
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DISGOVERY OF NEW INDIA

B Rituraj Boro

B.A. 3rd Sem., Deptt. of Political Science

“India is the cradle of human race

The birth place of human speech

The mother of history

The grandmother of tradition

Our most valuable and most constructive
Materials in the history of men are

Treasured up in India only.”
—Mark Twain.

(a) Recalling the past

The great storyteller Mark twain observed
“Banaras is older than history, older than tradition, older
even than legend and look twice as old as all of them
put together” As the Ganges forever flows
to the sea without any hindrance,
this great land and it’s eternal
idea have been spreading
its sacred aroma from the \
beginning of the human
civilization without being
diverted into the dark well
of disappearance like the
other civilizations. From the
prehistoric times, many
tribes and race had come to
this land and intermingled in
early India. The pre Aryans, the
Indo Aryans, the Greeks, the
Turks, the Huns, the Synthians, the
Austric-Mongoloids and others made
India their home. Each ethnic group
contributed their mite to the evolution
of Indian social system, art, music,
language, belief, architecture and

literature. The tribes and their culture mingled so
inextricably that currently they can be clearly identified
in their original form. But all these culture and religions
intermingled and interacted and established a deep
underlying unity despite diversity. The ancient epics,
scriptures and our great philosophers and poets viewed
and described this land as an Integral unit. This great
land has seen the birth of major religions. In ancient
times it was the epicentre of knowledge. From science
to literature, mathematics to medicine, the great
Hindu(used as geographical identity) scholars made
their greatest contribution when the whole Western
world was suffering from dogmatic traditions. The idea
of Ahimsa was derived from the Hindu
philosophy. The “Vasudhiva Kutumbakam™
was raised from this ancient land. The
precious contribution to humanity
made by this nation make it one
of the greatest nations in the
world
But, should we just
count our greatness?
Should we live in a
Utopian world in which it
is thought that there was no
evil and discriminations in
India? Or should we recognize our
imperfections and try to improve
them and move towards a bright future.
We cannot ignore the imperfections of
our ancient Indian society which was
marked by gross social injustice. The

Untouchables were encumbered with
great disabilities which are shocking to

lower order, particularly the Shudras and
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the modern mind. Under the dark clouds of Radical
Brahmanism, the so called lower order of society was
denied to take education. The condition of untouchables
was similar to animals. Similarly law and customs
discriminated women and favoured men. This song
sung by the bonded labours of Gujrat shows the
miserable plight of lower order....

“I go in darkness

I return in darkness

There is no ray of light anywhere
I go in darkness

I return in darkness.”

We crippled a large section of society, which has
damaged this nation and hampered our progress.

When the fate of the nation was going to be
decided, the whole nation was not involved in the
progress. We deprived a large section of society form
the struggle, our failures gave opportunity to the colonial
and Islamic invaders. It tied the whole nation in the
chains of slavery. The colonial rule, undoubtedly,
stigmatized the heritage and greatness of our nation to
fulfil their colonial needs. We are still struggling to
overcome the injustices and atrocities done by the alien
rulers. Understanding our failures and imperfections
will help us to understand the nature of the obstacles
that hampered India’s progress as a great nation.

(b) Jumping towards the future

The great roar of “Bharat Mata ki jai”— “victory
to mother India” is trending in contemporary political
arena of Indian politics. But what is the meaning of
this cry? Whose victory we want? Is it just an imaginary
anthropomorphic entity? ‘Bharat mata-mother India’ is

Sources :

essentially the millions of people who are living in this
land and victory to her meant victory to this people.
The idea of ‘New India’ is deeply connected to its
people and their victory.

A nation which has completed seven decades of
her independence is still struggling against server
poverty, communal and religious disturbances, severe
corruption. It compels us to introspect. How can we
ensure the victory of ‘Bharat Mata’ in the midst of this
ailing socio-economic situation when a portion of society
is romanticizing to establish a great nation based on
narrow religious beliefs and a bunch of radicalisms is
dreaming their “Gazwa-e-Hind” by hiding behind the
pallu of pseudo-secularism; should we leave the dream
of a modern liberal democratic state? Do we want a
nation based on fundamentalism and dogmatism? What
should be our perception about a new India?

When we start exploring the idea of ‘new India’,
we found that we need an India where we will not be
judged by our race or religion but the content of our
character and capability. We need an India where we
shall be able to emancipate the millions of people who
are living under the dark clouds of server poverty. We
need enlightened youth for New India. We need an
India where we will end the long night of captivity of
deprived ones who had been seared in the flames of
withering injustice. We need an India where everyone
will be free from all discriminations and oppressions.
It’s time to redeem our pledge of ‘Hind-swaraj’. The
moment has come, which comes but rarely in history,
where we step out from the old to new, where an age
ends, and when a soul of nation, long suppressed, finds
utterance. It’s time to discover our ‘New India’. It
would be a great discovery indeed. ®

1. ‘India’s ancient past’ by R.S. sarma, ‘The significance of ancient Indian history’ page 3-4.

2. ‘Disvovery of India’ by Jawaharlal Nehru, ‘The quest-Bharat Mata’ page 52

3. ‘Bharat ek khoj’ by shyam Benegal, DD.
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"Funny boy'"' (1994) was the debut novel by
Shyam Selvadurai. Shyam Selvadurai was born in
Colombo, Sri Lanka in 1965. He was born to a Sinha-
lese mother and a Tamil father-member of conflicting
ethnic groups whose troubles form a major theme in

claim in 1994 and won the W.H.Smith Books in Canada
First Novel Award for Best Gay Men's Fiction in the
US.It was also named a Notable book by the Ameri-
can Library Association and was translated into eight
languages. He was the author of "Cinnamon Gar-
dens", "Swimming in the Monsoon Sea", "The Hungry
Ghosts", including his latest work "Many Roads Through
Paradise : An Anthology of Sri Lankan Literature". In
2013, Selvadurai's "Funny Boy" was included in the
syllabus of Marginalized Study and Gay Literature of
the under graduate English Department of The Ameri-
can College in Madurai. Recently, in 2020, Deepa Mehta
released the flim Funny Boy ,an adaption of Selvadurai's
novel.At the 9th Canadian Screen Awards in 2021,
Mehta and Selvadurai won the award for Best Adapted
Screenplay.

In this remarkable novel, the author has depicted
a boy's bittersweet passage to maturity and sexual
awakening. The protagonist, Arjie Chelvaratnam was
a Tamil boy growing up in an extended family in Co-
lombo. As Arjie experienced his sexual awakening, he
realised that he was doubly endangered-as a homo-
sexual and as a Tamil, because both identities had
become intolerable in Sri Lanka of 1983.Set in Sri
Lanka, where Selvadurai grew up,” Funny Boy" pre-
sents vivid sketches of family members, friends, school
teachers-all shown co-operating, arguing, loving and
living. The large Tamil family and it's arguments and
discussion reflect a specific culture , while in many
aspects, the problems are universal. “Funny Boy" is
constructed in the form of six poignant stories : "Pigs
Can't Fly", "Radha Aunty", "See No Evil, Hear No
Evil", "Small Choices", "The Best School of All", "Riot
Journal : An Epilogue". Divided into six stories, the first
few parts capture Arjie's childhood and recall the vari-
ous episodes that introduce the whole family and the
protagonist Arjie himself. The last chepters start to
focus on the political tension brewing up in the nation
and Arjie's discovery of his own sexuality. The novel
depicts Arjie's-the protagonist's struggles and eventual
acceptance of himself as a gay man, a Tamil and a
citizen of the world.

There are some salient themes depicted in the
novel "Funny Boy". They are mentioned below—

e Gender norms
e Homosexuality and queerness

B his work. He studied Creative and Professional Writ-
% ing as part of Bachelor of Fine Arts program at York
University. "Funny Boy" was published to great ac-

e Linguistic tension
e Diaspora



e Love and choice

e [dentity

But the title of this piece emphasises on the theme
of “Gayism”that is delineated within the novel. So, let's
highlight the thematic view in a broader sense.

As it is known that sexual orientation is usually
divided into five categories such as heterosexual, bi-
sexual, homosexual, pansexual and asexual. Homosexu-
ality defines that people who are homosexual are ro-
mantically, physically and emotionally attracted to the
people of the same sex. The term 'Gayism' is fre-
quently used as a synonym for male homosexuality
where as female homosexuality is often referred to as
lesbianism'. We can see the development of the theme
of gayism only in the 1st, 4th and 5th stories of the
novel .

In the starting pages of the first story"Pigs can't
fly”,the novelist has described Arjie's growing attrac-
tion towards girl's fantasy with his female cousins. The
first story "pigs can fly" takes place during the "spend
the day's". The grandchildren of the family are playing
a favorite game of theirs called a bride bride where
Arjie is always the bride and the girls love it because
he plays the part so well and see nothing wrong in it

"The second territory was called" the girls," in-
cluded in which, however was myself, a boy. It was to
this territory of "the girls" confined to the back gar-
den..... The pleasure the boys had standing for hours
on a cricket field under the sweltering sun, watching
batsman run from crease to crease, was incomprehen-
sible to me." (page no-3)

"For me, the primary attraction of the girls' terri-
tory was potential for the free play of fantasy. Be-
cause of the force of my imagination, I was selected
as leader..... The reward for my leadership was that I
always got to play the main part in the Fantasy." (page
no-4)

"Of all our varied and fascinating games, bride
bride was my favorite. In it, I was able to combine
many elements off the other games I loved..... For me
the culmination of this game, and my ultimate moment
of joy, was when I put on the clouds of the bride.....

The dressing of the bride would now begin, and then,
by the transfiguration I saw taking place in Janaki's
cracked full-length mirror -by the sari being wrapped
around my body, the veil being pinned to my head, the
rouge put on my cheeks, lipstick on my lips, kohl around
my eyes - [ was able to leave the constraints of myself
and ascend into another, more brilliant, more beautiful
self, a self to whom this day was dedicated, and around
whom the world, represented by my cousins putting
flowers in my hair, draping the palu, seemed to re-
solved." (Page No. 4/6)

However the peace is soon disrupted when Arjie
and all his female cousins are playing, as Tanuja, nick-
named "Her Fatness" refuses to let Arjie be the bride.

"Stop it!" I cried, and slapped her hand. "The groom
is not supposed to make a noise."

"Why not?" Her Fatness replied angrily, dropping
her hearty voice and accent. “Why can't the groom
make a noise?"

"Because."

"Because of what?"

"Because the game is called bride-bride, not groom-
groom."

Her Fatness seized her moustache and flung it to
the ground dramatically. "Well I don't want to be the
groom anymore. I want to be the bride."

We stared at her in disbelief, amazed by her im-
pudent challenge to my position.

"You can't,”" I finally said.

"Why not?" Her Fatness demanded. "Why should
you always be the bride? Why can't someone else
have a chance t00?"

"Because..." Sonali said, joining in. "Because Arjie
is the bestest bride of all."

"But he is not even a girl," Her Fatness Said,
closing in on the lameness of Sonali's argument. A
bride is a girl, not a boy." she looked around at the
other cousins and then at me. "A boy cannot be the
bride, "she said with deep conviction. "A girl must be
the bride."

I stared at her, and defenseless in the face of for
logic.
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Fortunately, Sonali, loyal to me as always, came to tg
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my rescue. She steppepd in between us and said to
Her Fatness, "If you can't play properly, go away. We
don't need you."

"Yes!” Lakshmi, another of my supporters, cried.
(Page No-10/11)

As rest of the girls takes Arjie's side and shoo
away Tanuja which leads to Tanuja's mother, aunty
Kanthi to come to see what was the matter.

“What's this you are playing?" she asked.

“It's bride- bride, Aunty," Sonali said.

"Bride-bride," she murmured.

Her hand closed on my arm in a tight grip.

"Come with me," she said.

I resisted, but her grip tightened, her nails digging
into my elbow. She pulled me up the porch steps and
towards the kitchen door.

"No," I cried. "No I don't want to. "(Page No-13)

Kanthi Aunty sees Arjie dressed up in a sari and
cruelly drag him to the drawing room where everyone
is gathered. Seeing Arjie, a boy, dress up in a sari and
playing a game meant for girls . His parents are em-
barrassed.

"As we entered the drawing room, Kanthi aunty
cried out, higher voice brimming over with laughter.
"See what I found!" (Page No-13)

"They gazed at me in amazement as if I had sud-
denly made myself visible, like a spirit. I glanced at
them and then at Amma's face. Seeing her expression,
I felt my dread deepen. I lowered my eyes. The sari
suddenly felt suffocating around my body, and the
hairpins, which held the veil in place, pricked at my
scalp." (Page No-13)

"The other aunts and uncles began to laugh too,
and I watched as Amma looked from one to the other
like a trapped animal. Her eyes finally came to rest on
my father and for the first time I noticed that he was
the only one not laughing."

"By, Chelva," Cyril Uncle cried out jovially to my
father, "looks like you have a funny one here."

"My father pretended he had not heard and with
an inclination of his head indicated to Amma to get rid
of me." (Page No-14)

Arjie's father questioned his mother of Arjie's deed

as he was embarassed by Arjie's girlish behaviour.

"How long has this been going on?" my father
demanded.

"I don't know," Amma cried defensively. "It was
as new to me as it was to you."

"You should have known. you should have kept an
eye on him."

"What should I have done? Stood over him while
he was playing?"

"If he turns out funny like that Rankotwera boy, if
it turns out to be the laughing-stock of Colombo , it'll
be your fault," my father said in a tone of finality. "You
always spoil him and encourage all his nonsense."

"What do I encourage?" Amma demanded.

"You are the one who allows him to come in here
while you're dressing and play with your jewellery."

Amma was silent in the face of the truth. (Page
No.-14/15)

Arjie is still questioning himself for the surprising
reaction of the family members. It can be seen in the
following lines—

"I crept away quietly to my bedroom, sat down on
the edge of my bed, and stared at my feet for a long
time. It was clear to me that I had done something
wrong, but what it was I couldn't comprehend. I thought
of what my father had said about turning out "funny.”
The word "funny" as I understood it means either hu-
morous or strange, as in the expression, “ that's
funny."Neither of these fitted the sense in which my
father had used the word, for there had been a hint of
disgust in his tone." (Page No.-17)

After the revelation, Arjie's mother orders Diggy
to include Arjie in their cricket team. We can easily
understand the motive of his mother's action in the
following lines—

"I want you to include your younger brother in
your cricket team."

Diggy and I looked at her in shocked silence, and
then he cried, “Ah! come on Amma!"

And I too cried out, “ I don't want to play with
them. I hate cricket!"

"I don't care what you want," Amma said. "It's
good for you."



"Arjie's useless." Diggy said. "We'll never win if
he's in our team."

Amma held up her hand to silence us. "That's an
order," she said.

"Why?" I asked , ignoring her gesture. "Why do I
have to play with the boys?"

"Why?" Amma said. " Because sky is so high and
pigs can't fly, that's why." (Page No.-19)

Arjie's mother explains why he can't play with
girls anymore. And this can be seen in the lines be-
low—

"Why can't I play with the girls?" I replied.

"You can't, that's all."

"But why?"

She shifted uneasily.

"You are a big boy now. And big boys must play
with other boys."

"That's stupid."

"It doesn't matter," she said. "Life is full off stupid
things and sometimes we just have to do them."

“I won't, "I said defiantly. “I won't play with the
boys" (page No.-20)

In the 4™ story "Small Choices", Arjie's father's
friend Jegan began to work with him. Jegan was known
to associate with the Tamil Tigers but claims that he
broke all connections long ago. Jegan also befriends
Arjie , who started to notice his homosexuality for the
first time.

"When I had served him the drink, I had got a
closer look at him. What had struck me was the strength
of his body. The muscles of his arms and neck, which
would have been visible on a fairer person, were hid-
den by the darkness of his skin. It was only when I
was close to him that I noticed them. Now I admired
how well built he was, the way his thighs ties pressed
against his trousers."

"Jegan had noticed that I was looking at him but
he didn't seem disturbed by it. In fact he glanced at me
from time to time and smiled, as if to say that it was
all right .His smile made me feel shy but also happy."

"Lately, I had found that I looked at men,at the way
they were built, the grace with which they carry them-
selves, the strength of their gestures and movements.

Sometimes these men were present in my dreams. I felt
the reason for this sudden admiration of men had to do
with my distress over the recent changes in my own
body, changes I had witnessed in Diggy a few years
ago when he was thirteen. I had grown long and awk-
ward and my voice sometimes slid embarrassingly into
a high pitch... But I lonied to pass this awkward phase,
to become as physically attractive and graceful as the
man [ saw around me." (Page No.- 161, 162)

Arjie also loves Jegan's company, he is happy think-
ing about him. His unaccountable happiness very beau-
tifully mentioned here in the lines—

"I felt a thrill of excitement go through me. The
thought of Jegan moving into our home of my being
constantly content with him, filled me with an unac-
countable joy. I felt that his presence would invest this
commonplace, familiar environment with something ex-
traordinary." (Page No.-162)

But, the political tensions in the country continues
to build and Jegan was fired and that's how the 4th
story comes to an end.

In the 5™ story,"The Best School of All”, we can
observe the mentioned theme of 'gayism'. This story
begins with the decision of Arjie's father, he decides to
transfer Arnie from St. Gabriel to Victoria Academy.
His father says— "This Academy will force you to
become a man." (Page No-210). Arjie catches the eye
of a boy named Shehan Sozya as well as the school
principal named Mr. Abeysinghe. His elder brother
Diggy hints that Shehan is a gay and urges Arjie to
stay away from him. This can be seen between the
conversation of Diggy and Arjie here—

"Are you friends with Soyza? he asked, as I came
up to him.

"Yes," I said, surprised that he knew his name.

He frowned."You better watch out for him," he
said. "You don't want to associate with Soyza."

"Why?"

"Never mind why.Just listen to what I say."

"But I like him."

Now Diggy shifted uncomfortably.

"He's an extremely nice person," I said, trying to ¢

goad Diggy into giving me more information.
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"You better be careful.... Listen," he said after a
minute ,I'm going to tell you something about Soyza
because I don't want you to become like him."

I waited.

"Have you noticed that Soyza sometimes goes out
during free periods?"

"Maybe I have."

“Do you know where he goes?"

"How would I know ?"

"To the head prefect's room.”

"So what? He's always getting into trouble.”

"But do you know what he does there?" He leaned
towards me."Sex,"he said." He has sex with the head
prefect. He lets the head prefect do all kinds of things
to him."

I stared at him, astounded. (Page No.-231-232)

Arjie's conflict stems from his sexual attraction
towards Shehan and his crushing sense of betrayal.
After having his sexual encounter with Shehan in his
parent's garage , he feels disgusted by it. He feels he
has broken the trust of his family. He thinks about the
warnings of Diggy against a friendship with Shehan,and
about his father's disapproving look towards Shehan.
However, he still dreams of Shehan at night which
makes him horrified about the desire within him.

"For the remainder of the night, I tossed and turned
restlessly in my bed, torn between my desire for Shehan
and disgust at the desire." (Page No-266)

Though Arjie feels disgust, but gradually he starts
accepting his identity as a gay man. These lines shows
us this—

"I thought of Shehan and myself. What had hap-
pened between us in the garage was not wrong.For
how could loving Shehan be bad? Yet if my parents or
anybody else discovered this love, I would be in ter-
rible trouble."(page no-274)

After the deliberation of the particular theme, it
can be told that the love story between Arjie and Shehan
is a strong one.By adding the uncustomary theme of
'gayism' the novelist has tried to realize that love is

to be. Shyam Selvadurai has beautifully penned down
Arjie's journey from the luminous simplicity of child-
hood days into the more intricately shaded world of
adults-with it's secrets. Albert Manguel, an Argentine
-Canadian anthologist expressed in his commentary-
"Glittering and wise.... Funny Boy keeps the human
condition and can, in spite of everything, be joyful. You
are not alone, it says to the reader. understand you.I
too was there. I remember. "New York Times Book
Review also annotated-"Selvadurai writes as sensitively
about the emotional intensity of adolescence as he does
about the wonder of childhood." m

REFERENCES :
® Selvadurai, Shyam. 1994, Funny Boy
e En.m.wikipedia.org
e Shyamselvadurai.com.

® New York Times Book Review
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CONCEPT OF MO.I{S'A IN INDIAN PHILOSOPHY

m Dr. Aditi Devi Choudhury

HOD & Associate Prof., Deptt. of Philosophy

e word philosophy evolves with much signifi

I cance. It is philosophy that helps people to find

out the real nature of life, to explore the mys-

tery of the world. In fact every individual has his own

philosophy. Man being rational, develops his sense of

inquisitiveness and goes beyond his basic needs to un-

derstand himself and the world. In this process one
finds his own philosophy.

The original meaning of the word philosophy comes
from the Greek roots 'philos'— which means love and
'sophia’ meaning wisdom. Thus the etymological mean-
ing of philosophy is 'love for wisdom'. Here the impor-
tant thing is that philosophy seeks wisdom, not the
empirical knowledge. Indian philosophy aims at proper
wisdom and not a world of sentient happiness. This
search after wisdom has its concern with self knowl-
edge. In other words, philosophy in India focuses its
interest in the study self. In Indian philosophy we find
six schools under Astika system and three under
Nastika system. All most all the schools of Indian
philosophy have repeatedly held that "the vocation of

philosophy is embodied in know thy self". i.e. know
yourself. (Masih, 1988)

Thus the concept of self becomes the keynote in
the Indian philosophical tradition. The concept of self
is associated with different important concepts like-
the concept of Karma, the concept of Bondage, the
concept of Moksa i.e liberation etc. Here an attempt
is made to know the meaning, nature of Moksa found
in our Indian tradition. Moksu is regarded as the high-
est, the most important Purusdrtha— "the object of
human pursuit'. Other Purusarihus are Dharma (righ-
teousness), Artha (wealth) and Kama (desire).

Self knowledge i.e. knowledge regarding the true
nature of self, paves the way for moksa. So, it is
important to understand the nature of human self in
order to realize the meaning of moksa. The Upanisads
are rightly regarded as the source of all Indian philoso-
phy. The Upanisads deal with knowledge which is
completely philosophical and spiritual. Investigating the
true nature of self has been the main task of the
Upanisadic philosophers. They give a beautiful explana ‘E
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tion of human self. This self is the inner spirit, the
person's true self or the inner person. The self is Jiva
or Jivatma. The Upanisads teach that self knowledge
can be attained by exploring the theories regarding the
origin of the Universe. We find such a description of
the origin of the Universe in Chandogyopanisad. Here
it is said— In the beginning there was Existence
alone- One only, without a second. He, the One
(Brahman), thought to himself: Let me be many, let
me grow forth'. Thus out of himself he projected
the universe, and having projected out of himself
the universe, he entered into every being. All that
is has its self in Him alone. Of all things He is the
subtle essence. He is the truth. He is the Self. And
that..... THAT ART THOU! (Gupta, 2002)

This description shows the identity of self with
Brahman — the ultimate reality of the world. The hu-
man person - the self is coming from the supreme and
thus it is directly connected with the ultimate reality.
The ultimate reality is pure existence, pure knowledge,
and pure bliss. It is truth, and it is infinite. This light of
the Absolute is regarded as the essence of individual
self. The result is the identity of the self with Brah-
man. This doctrine of identity is taught in the Upanisads
again and again. In the Vedic literature there are three
very important statements which are called
Mahavakyas or great sentences. These sentences
speak about this identity. They are—

e Aham Brahmasmi- I am Brahman (God)

e Tat /vam asi- you are That (Brahman)

e Avam atma Brahmu- This indwelling Self is

Brahman (Bhaskarananda, 1998)

Such a concept of identity is accepted by all most
all the schools of Indian philosophy. Upanisadic phi-
losophers as well as most Indian traditions are of the
opinion that self is eternal as it is from the Eternal one.

The individual self is the highest thing we know
and it is the nearest approach to the Absolute
(Sharma, 1976). Thus each individual gets the oppor-
tunity to have spiritual improvement in order to realize
the fundamental truths about one's own self. This is
the realization that [ am identical with the Eternal

One. This is self-realization- the supreme end of hu-
man life; which causes ultimate liberation of self. This
is what is commonly known as Moksa or Mukti.

The Upanisads very beautifully explains the notion
of Moksa. In the Upanisads it has been repeatedly
stated that individual human being— the self is identical
with Brahman. But due to ignorance the self cannot
realize this identity. It fails to realize its pure, infinite,
eternal nature. The result is that self becomes sur-
rounded by the body, the senses, the mind, the intellect,
feeling, willing etc. All these constitute soul's individu-
ality. It is finite individual, which becomes the knower,
the active agent and an enjoyer. The self becomes the
operative cause of its own Karmas. According to the
law of Karma found in the Indian 'philosophy, one
must accept the fruits of one's own action- whether
good or bad. Accordingly, Jiva or soul when involved
in different actions must come to this world again and
again to eat the fruits of its own action. In this way
Jiva or self enters into the Smsduric cycle of birth and
death. This is bondage. In bondage the soul forgets its
true nature.

Moksa or liberation is not possible in this state of
finite individual self. Being identical with the Absolute,
the self really is above senses, mind etc. and tries to
make itself free from bondage. The individual self tries
to fulfill the destiny of pure consciousness by using his
intellectual capacities. However, man's intellectual ca-
pacities are not adequate to understand the Absolute.
In the Katha Upanisad it is said ‘Not by learning is
the Atman attained, not by genius and much knowl-
edge of books.' (Radhakrishnan, 2008) Through intel-
lect one can only get the description of the empirical
world under the forms of space, time and causality.
But the supreme reality is beyond all these. The high-
est reality being spiritual requires to be spiritually dis-
cerned. Man has the spiritual capacity of divine insight
or mystic intuition. It is the direct knowledge or imme-
diate insight which enables the soul to feel its oneness
with the ultimate. Thus liberation is attained. In the
Upanisad the liberated condition is described as the
fullest expression of the self. It is a state of pure bliss



or dnanda.

In Indian philosophy, true knowledge and morality
are regarded as inseparable. Thus we find that the
Upanisads give stress on morality along with knowl-
edge in order to overcome the spiritual struggle for
salvation. Morality requires us to destroy the sense of
individuality and thus to destroy the sense of our sepa-
rateness from the universal. People are asked to give
up egoism and all sorts of selfish endeavours, selfish
desire in order to make one's heart pure. Moral life
is a God-centred life, a life of passionate love and
enthusiasm for humanity, of seeking the infinite
through the finite, and not a mere selfish adventure
for small ends. (Radhakrishnan, 2008)

Under Ndstika (Non-Vedic) system we find
Carvdka, Jainism, Buddhisim. Excepting Carvaka,
Jainism and Buddhisim give their own view on Moksa.
In the Jaina writings, appears the word Jiva which is
completely different from matter. Jiva is generally the
same as the Atman— the self. Consciousness is re-
garded as the essence of the self. The self or soul is
inherently perfect in its intrinsic nature. It possesses
Infinite Faith, Infinite Knowledge, Infinite Bliss and
Infinite Power. But due to ignorance Jiva acquires
four passions - anger (Krodhu), greed (Lobha), pride
(Mana) and delusion (Mayda). These passions and other
blind cravings seek satisfaction. In order to satisfy all
these self identifies itself with the body, the mind, and
the senses and begins to perform different activities.
Thus it is knower, enjoyer, and an active agent. The
soul or self experiences joys and sorrows which are
the results of its actions. Thus it enters into bondage
and undergoes birth and death. In this state of bond-
age the self fails to realize its purity and power. How-
ever this power and purity are not destroyed.

The real cause of bondage is ignorance. So right
knowledge or the knowledge of reality becomes es-
sential, in order to remove our ignorance. One can get
right knowledge by studying carefully the teachings of
the wise teachers who have already attained libera-
tion. But before going to this study, one must develop
faith in the Jaina scriptures and their teachings. The

Right knowledge can be produced by faith in the teach-
ings of the wise persons. Faith is indispensible because
it paves the way for right knowledge. Right conduct is
regarded as the third essential condition for attaining
liberation. Right conduct means that one must have
control over his passions, his senses, his thought, speech
and action in the light of right knowledge. Here the
five great vows (Panca-mahavrata) of Jainism be-
come significant. These vows consist of Ahimsa, Satya,
Asteya or non-stealing, Brahmacarya and
Aparigraha. Thus right knowledge, right faith and right
conduct have come to be known as Ratnatraya (The
three jewels). They together constitute the path to
salvation. Negatively it is the removal of all bondage.
Positively it is the attainment of four fold perfection
viz. infinite knowledge, infinite faith, infinite power and
infinite bliss.

Buddhism denies the existence of any permanent,
eternal self. According to Buddha self is nothing but a
continuous stream of thought. However he accepts the
concepts like karma, bondage, liberation. In Bud-
dhist philosophy the word Nirvana is used to mean
Moksa or liberation- the highest, the ultimate end of
life. Buddha was very much concerned with the fact
of human sufferings. Due to passions, desires and for
all worldly attachment an individual enters in the cycle
of birth and death i.e. bondage. The result is that life
becomes full of sufferings. Like Jainism, Buddha also
considers ignorance as the root cause of sufferings.
When cause is removed effect disappears. Thus if
ignorance can be removed, then one's life becomes
free from all attachment. The result is that there is the
cessation of sufferings. This shows the way for
Nirvana i.e. liberation.

The word 'Nirvana' literally means 'blowing out'
or 'cooling? Blowing indicates extinction. Accordingly
Nirvdana means extinction of all passions, desires and
thus it is the extinction of all miseries and sufferings.
Passions are compared to fire. Cooling suggests the
removal of hot passion. Nirvana is a condition where

passions are removed and thus it becomes a condition

of calm and equanimity. Realization of Nirvana re tg
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quires the process of perfect self-examination, self-
purification, self-restraint and self-culture. Here an
ethical and spiritual path given by Buddha becomes
very much significant. This is the Noble Eight-fold Path
which consists of eight ethical steps viz. right faith,
right resolve, right speech, right action, right living, right
effort, right thought and right concentration. This path
shows three things- conduct, concentration and knowl-
edge. In Indian philosophy we find that knowledge is
impossible without morality. Accordingly in the eight
fold path we see that apart from knowledge much
emphasis is given on right conduct. As in Jainism, in
Buddhism also right conduct includes five vows (Panca-
Sila). These are the vows for desisting from killing,
stealing, sensuality, lying and intoxication. With perfect
knowledge and perfect goodness ignorance and de-
sires are removed, one can get complete relief from
sufferings. Thus Nirvana is attained. Nirvana is the
attainment of perfect peace. However, the real nature
of Nirvuna can't be described in terms of ordinary
experience, it can only be realized.

Under Astika (Vedic) system we find six schools,
viz. Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisesik, Mimamsu and
Veddnta. Out of these six schools Sankhya and Yoga
can be considered as one system. The Gitd calls them
one...... . For all practical purposes, Sankhya and
Yoga may be treated as the theoretical and the prac-
tical sides of the same system. (Sharma, 1983)

Like other system of Indian philosophy, Sankhya
and Yoga accept the concept of self and its liberation.
According to Sankhya and Yoga the real nature of
Purusa or self is free; it is above bondage and libera-
tion. But due to ignorance the self is confined in the
world and gets worldly pain and suffering. The Sankhya
philosophy takes ignorance in the sense of nondiscrimi-
nation (Aviveka) between the self and non-self. Free-
dom from suffering comes from the knowledge of
distinction between the two (Vivekajndna). This knowl-
edge makes the soul liberated— the complete cessation
of sufferings. However the liberated condition is not a
state of joy. The two words pain and pleasure are
relative and inseparable. Therefore where there is no

pain, there is no any pleasure.

It is not so easy to have self realization. Constant
effort is essential here. The knowledge that 'T am not
self', 'ego is not real' should be constantly meditated
upon. Sankhya gives much emphasis on knowledge.
At the same time it recommends such practical meth-
ods as study, reasoning and constant meditation on the
truth. Proper knowledge can be had only when mind
can remove all its impurities The Yoga system there-
fore emphasizes on the importance of the practical
methods of purification and enlightenment of Citfa or
the mind. In this respect eight-fold path of Discipline
(Astanga Yoga) becomes very much essential. These
paths consist of Yama or restraint, Niyama or culture,
dsana or posture, Prdpsydna or breath control,
Pratyahara or withdrawal of the senses, Dhdrapd or
attention, Dhydna or meditation and Samadhi or con-
centration. Yoga generates certain extra ordinary pow-
ers with the help of which one can attain the eternal
and free life of purusa.

Like Sankhya and Yoga, Nyaya and Visesika
are also regarded as identical having similar philoso-
phy. Both are regarded as Samadnatantra. Both ac-
cepts realism and believe in Pluralism Vaisesika School
develops metaphysics and ontology, while knowledge
of logic and epistemology is developed by Nyaya. The
main focus of both the schools is on the question of
liberation of individual being. Individual soul is regarded
as the substratum of the quality of consciousness which
is not regarded as its essence, but taken as an acci-
dental property. Due to ignorance and karma the soul
in its empirical life becomes connected with body,
senses and the mind. Through knowledge of the self
and other objects of the world (7Tattva-gnana) de-
struction of karma is possible and thus liberation is
achieved. This knowledge is the knowledge of self as
distinct from the body, mind and senses. For this one
should first listen to the scriptural instructions about the
self (sravana). Then he should firmly establish the
knowledge of the self by means of reasoning (manana).
Finally, he must meditate on the self in conformity with
the principles of yoga (nididhyasana). Later Naiyayikas



and Vaishesikays accept God and they consider God's
grace as an essential thing for attaining true knowl-
edge. According to Naiyayikas on the attainment of
liberation the self exist as a pure substance. It ceases
to have any experience- painful or pleasurable. How-
ever some later Naiydyikas hold that liberation is soul's
freedom from pain and attainment of eternal bliss.
The school of Mimdrsd considers the self as an
eternal, omnipresent, infinite substance which is the
substratum of consciousness. Like other schools of
Indian philosophy, this school also accepts the concept
of bondage of self which arises due to the association
of self with body, senses and the understanding. It is
karma which brings this association. In the early
Mimamsa philosophy, the attainment of heaven is con-
sidered as the highest good. But the latter Mimamsakas
accepts concept of liberation. Due to karma soul as-
sociate itself with the body, the senses and the under-
standing. So abstention from karma leads to the dis-
solution of soul's union with body, senses, mind etc.
Soul gets its pure nature. It is a state of freedom from
all pain and desire. However, according to Prabhdkara
and Kumadrila, two great commentators of Mimdrsd
School, abstention from karma never means abstention
of all karmas; it means the abstention from optional
and prohibited actions only. However, one should per-
form the obligatory actions given by the Vedas. Ac-
cording to Prabhdakard these actions should be per-
formed completely in a detached manner, i.e. without
having any consideration of reward. These actions
should be performed only because they are the com-
mands of the Vedas. Obedience to the Vedas is an end
in itself which everyone tries to achieve. With the
exhaustion of merit and demerits liberation is attained
and the self remains as a pure substance without any
quality. Prabhdkara believes in the utter supremacy
of action. Of course he considers knowledge also a
means to liberation. Kumadrila also gives emphasis on
the performance of obligatory actions. For him perfor-
mance of this action is a means to realize the ultimate
end, i.e. liberation. He believes that a harmonious com-
bination of knowledge and action is essential to attain

liberation. According to the Mimdansda philosophy a lib-
erated soul remains in its intrinsic state free from plea-
sure and pain.

Vedanta philosophy of Sankara accepts the
Upanisadic view that in essence, Jiva is one with
Brahma. But due to ignorance Jiva is associated with
the material body, senses, mind, buddhi or understand-
ing. This association causes the sense of individuality
of the empirical self. The self remains in bondage in
this material world.

The soul's connection with the body is broken only
by the attainment of freedom i.e. liberation- the end of
all activities. Liberation is the realization of Brahman.
According to Sankara, liberation should not be re-
garded as the production of anything new, also it should
not be regarded as the purification of anything old. In
fact it is the realization of what is always there with us.
For realization of Brahma, Sunkara's philosophy gives
the four fold culture of the mind. At first one should
develop the ability to distinguish between what is eternal
and what is not eternal. Secondly, one should be able
to remove all desires for enjoyment of objects here and
here after. In third, one must have a control over his
mind and senses and develop the sense of detachment,
patience and the power of concentration. Lastly, a strong
desire for liberation is essential. These four fold culture
of mind is followed by another three fold process-
listening to the teacher's instruction (Sravana). Under-
standing the instructions through reasoning until all doubts
are removed (Manana) and repeated meditation on the
truth which are accepted (Nididhydsana). With these
three fold process one can realize the identity between
the self and Brahman and liberation is attained. Libera-
tion is not merely the absence of all sufferings; it is a
state of positive bliss (Ananda), because Brahman is
bliss and liberation is identity with Brahman. According
to Ramanuja, the advocate of Visistdadvatta Vada the
bondage of the soul is due to its Karmu. Liberation can
be attained through work and knowledge. By work
Ramanuja means different obligatory rituals enjoined by

the Vadas. These rituals should be performed as duties &

without any desire for reward. However liberation can't tg
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be attained simply by human efforts. For attaining lib-
eration one must achieve mercy of God. The liberated
soul enjoys infinite joy.

Moksa is of two types-Jivanmukti and
Videhamukti. One can attain liberation in this very
world by performing detached action through right
knowledge. This is Jivanmukti supported by Bauddha,
Jaina, Sankhya, Yoga and Advaitavedanta philoso-
phy. Again the soul can stop the cycle of birth and
death and completely give up the body. It means that
after the death of the body the soul attains liberation.
This is Videhamukli supported by Nyaya Baisesika
and Visista Advaitavedanta philosophy.

Indian philosophy mentions three different paths to
attain liberation- Jiiana Marga, Bhakti Mdarga and
Karma Marga. Jiiana Mdrga, is nothing but to under-
stand the real nature of the ultimate reality. With this
understanding one can know himself as well as the
external world. Among these three, this one is the most
difficult. Bhakti Mdrga is a spiritual path or spiritual
practice within Hinduism which focuses on loving devo-
tion towards God. In order to follow this merge one must
have faith and respect for God. These help one to de-
velop a deep relation to God, one goes on offering prayer
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for God. Karma Mdrga is the path of unselfish action.
It teaches that the spiritual seeker should act according
to one's own Dharma without having any attachment
for the fruits of action or personal consequences. To a
Karma Yogi right action is form of prayer.

In fact the ideal of becoming one with Brahman
is inherent in every individual being. All try to go be-
yond the limited ego and offer their earnest prayer to
the Almightylead me to the path of knowledge from
the path of ignorance, to the path of light from the path
of darkness, to the path of immortality from the path
of mortality. The Upanisad says— “Man feeling the
pressure of the infinite in him, reaches out his hands
to clasp the highest. 'All birds go towards the free
intended for their abode, so all this goes to the
supreme self.’ (Radhakrishnan, 2008)

Realization of self seems very difficult. It is true
that an individual's power is very much limited. How-
ever it is also true that we are not the little persons, we
seem to be. We have a tremendous world within us
with immense capabilities. It is our firm conviction that
a proper realization of the inner capacities, potentiali-
ties can help us to fulfill the end of the highest
perfection. ®
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Struggle 1{e]g Identity
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nita Desai is an eminent contemporary Indian

English women writer of fiction. She has been
shortlisted for the Booker Prize three times

and was acknowledged with the Sahitya Akademi award
in 1978. She has emerged as a dominant and influential
novelist of the 20th century Indian English fiction. Her
novels are both thematically and technically different
from those of the other eminent contemporary Indian
women novelists writing in English. Desai is the first
woman novelist who has vigorously portrayed the
existential problems of both modern men and women.
Her fictional world is located in the corridors of human
consciousness. Her distinct style of writing, original
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characters, use of language, realistic theme and narrative
technique has made her writing so endearing which
earned many words, recognitions and awards for her
work. No doubt her work is well appreciated.

"In Custody" is one of her well known novels
published in the year 1984. This novel deals with the
struggle for identity and meaning of life. Anita Desai
has also emphasized on language through this novel.

"In Custody" is a novel about a small town man,
Deven Sharma. He can be considered as the
protagonist. Deven Sharma suffers existential absurdity,

dilemmas, loss of communication, a complete sense of &

isolation which brings in a state of mental crisis. Lacking
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a firm sense of identity, Deven exhibits remarkable
inability : “The protagonist of the novel is in his own
custody’.

Having always loved Urdu poetry and missed the
chance to be an Urdu language professor , Deven is
charmed into going to Delhi, the big city. Even though
he shrinks at the idea of possibly being exploited by his
selfish friend Murad, the dream of meeting Urdu poet
Nur Shahjahanbadi draws him on. Deven feels a special
connection with Nur as the poet reminds him of the
happy times of his childhood. He is engulfed in happy
nostalgia at the thought of Nur’s poetry. In order to
save the name and works of Nur for posterity, Deven
decides to record his voice for his small - town
university. The recorder however fails to record the
voice of the Urdu poetry by the legendary poet Nur.
Thus Deven’s attempts are punctuated by a series of
mishaps, each pilling upon the other contributing to
Deven’s dejection.

Deven suffers an intense identity crisis; a sense
of purposelessness haunts him. The world in which he
lives is full of dualities that create his mental turmoil,
clash of identities. It is this crisis that makes him explore
his free will. His isolation leading to detachment from
his family causes marital anguish which questions his
identity.

By the end of the novel, Deven is about to lose
his job and his creditors are after him. He has been

References :
1. Desai, Anita , “In Custody”,
Penguin Books.
2. Kirpal, V. , “An Image of
India: A Study of Anita Desai’s
In Custody”,1984.

used by the poet and his irresponsible cronies. Despite
his frustrations and disillusionment, Deven doesn’t give
up his commitments. He thought of Nur’s poetry being
read, the sound of it softly murmuring in his ears. He
had accepted the gift of Nur’s poetry and that meant
he was custodian of Nur’s soul and spirit.

Through the character Deven, the novelist evokes
the diverse trends that after the contemporary middle
class Indian, who trapped in the web of his aspiration
for identity struggles to achieve it and in that process
he is exposed to much trauma and at last finds self
reliance and turns into a new person. Desai ends up
the novel with a positive note, the ray of hope towards
the life of Deven. This novel is a brilliant parable
lamenting the gradual corrosion of culture and tradition
in the face of modernity, and a dazzling study of the
complexity of human relationship.

Composed by Anita Desai, the novel is a portrait
of human lives as it exists in their own exclusive
circumstances, of the hypocrisy and pretension lying
within the human spirit, of the difference between the
town and city life, of human helplessness and oppression
on the road to one’s aspirations. In Custody reflects
the image of India that is full of hope and that transcends
the superficial irritants that many Anglo Indian novelists
have reflected to the heat and dust of India. It is a
wonderful novel by Anita Desai, one of the great women
writers of India. m

"Someone who wants to
write should make an
effort to write a little
something every day.
Writing in this sense is
the same as athletes who

practice a sport every
day to keep their skills
honed."”

Anita Desai



An analytical study of Nehru’s essay
“The Indian Philosophical Approach”
(from The Discovery of India)

B Chandana Das
Assistant Prof., Deptt. of English

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wrote The Discovery
of India during his imprisonment in Ahmadnagar Fort
prison at the time of the Quit India Movement. As stated
by him in the “Preface”, the book was written during the
five months from April to September 1944 and was
enriched by a lot of valuable suggestions from some of
his prison companions. Notable among them were
MaulanaAbulKalam Azad, Govind Ballabh Pant,
Narendra Deva and M. Asaf Ali.

The Discovery of India is a result of
Nehru’s fervid attempt to recover India’s
past from the British colonization of not
just India’s geographical space but
its historical imagination. As such,
he traces the philosophical and
spiritual foundations of Indian
culture prior to and free from
the British renditions of the
same. The text is a sort of
rebuttal of the British’s
contention that India’s pre-colonial
history was devoid of unity or
particular meaning before the
British enforced a sense of cohesion
onto it.

Nehru doesn’t see India’s history solely
in relation to that of the European West. He not
only highlights India’s connections with ancient Greece,
considered the cradle of the modern West, but also its
historical links with South-East Asia, Iran and West
Asia. He follows the growth of the nation from the
earliest records i.e. from the time of Indus Valley
Civilization to his day when the struggle for
independence was going on in full swing. Nehru’s idea
of Indian history is that of a long and continuous chain

of development “which joins modern India to the far
distant past when the Indus Valley Civilization probably
began” (67).For him, the defining characteristic of
Indian history is its capacity to absorb differences or
divisions and transform them into diversity.Nehru sees
“an inner urge towards synthesis” (72) in the cultural
and racial development of India. It is due to this urge
for synthesis that the incursions of foreign elements
were successfully absorbed and assimilated, resulting
in the rejuvenation and flourishing of the composite
Indian culture. As such, he emerges as an
enthusiastic celebrant of the pluralistic
strains of Indian thought and culture,
admitting the various individual
influences and at the same time
recognizing a sense of essential
unity and continuity in it. He also
doesn’t fail to introspect on the
weaknesses and lacks that
impeded India’s progress and
tries to arrive at the solutions.
The Discovery of India is
divided into ten chapters, each
containing many essays related
thematically. The essay, “The Indian
Philosophical Approach” is taken from the
fifth chapter titled “Through the Ages” and this
essay too testifies to Nehru’s idea of Indian, or per se,
human civilization as a continuous stream of development
with its capacity to assimilate the new with the old
seamlessly. However, he also points out the setbacks
suffered by a society which is layered with multiple
thought processes and philosophies. In such a case, a
kind of disharmony occurs which poses a challenge to &
the synthetic ideal of the society. ‘E
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The essay begins with the assertion that despite
the uninterrupted march of one thought to another, the
thoughts sometimes overlap and the new and the old
co-exist in an irreconcilable manner. The present state
of a society is the composite result of the myriad past
beliefs, thoughts, activities etc. As such, many primitive
beliefs may exist side by side with the most modern of
developments. This may lead to a kind of disharmony/
contradiction in society and also a contradiction within
the individual mind itself.

Every one of us has a kind of philosophy in life,
whether thought out by ourselves or inherited from
others. Such a philosophy, like a religious creed, a
national ideal or a vague humanitarianism, helps us to
confront life’s problems. But it is often found that the
philosophy that guides us is not singular but many
different philosophies are present in our psyche
together. As such, we develop spilt personalities
wherein each of the individual philosophy gets reflected
in our actions in different situations.

Nehru also reflects on the lack of harmony and
unity in his contemporary society as contrasted with
the older times. He dwells on the problems in developing
a harmonious personality the modern
world.According to him, the individual of today is torn
betweenhis dogmatic adherence to old beliefs on one

in

hand and his desire to be seen as one having a modern,
scientific approach, on the other. Here he makes the
observation that perhaps harmony was easier to be
achieved in the ancient and medieval times as the
sphere of the individual was restricted to his “town
and village, with fixed concepts of social organization
and behavior” (190). Therefore, in the limited sphere
of the individual and his small group, achieving harmony
was more feasible as compared to today when the
sphere of the individual has grown worldwide. This
suggests the working of the forces of globalization in
demolishing geographical boundaries between people
and as such, now the group of the individual constitutes
the wider world itself. Any development in one part of
the world doesn’t merely remain confinedto that part
but influences many others too. Thus, the individual’s
thoughts and actions are bound to have some
repercussions in the world. Therefore, Nehru says that
the harmony achieved by the individual should be

“E supported by a social harmony throughout the world.

In India’s case, he points out that “the old concept
of social organization and philosophy of life” (190)have
sustained to some extent but they have, for the most
part, weakened in the modern age. It is because of the
evils that crept into them that they became an
impediment to growth.In this connection, Nehru’s
analysis of “the graded social structure” (92), in the
essay “The Advantages and Disadvantages of an
Individualistic Philosophy”, giving way to a rigid caste
system can be mentioned. He says that the very spirit
of tolerance in India had a downside in the form of
tolerance to social evils and superstitions as well.It is
due to the extreme tolerance that free thought and
orthodoxy have managed to live side by side in India.
Thus, it can be said that the social organization of
yester times has failed to serve the purpose of the
living at present because some evils have crept into it
rendering it ineffectual.

Nehru also analyses the importance of religion and
philosophies in shaping the national outlook of India. He
cites Havell in this connection according to whom,religion
in India is “a working hypothesis of human
conduct”(190), completely different from dogma.
Moreover, religion keeps pace with the “different stages
of spiritual development and different conditions of life”
(190-191). Herein, he makes a useful distinction between
religion and dogma. A religion conforms to the changing
conditions of life whereas a dogma becomes cut off
from life and loses vitality and significance.

As far as the influence of philosophy is concerned,
Nehru says that it has had a considerable influence in
moulding the national outlook and developing a
distinctive attitude of mind. In India, philosophical
thinking has been originally the domain of a select few
(examples may be cited of the philosophers like Kapila,
Jaimini or Buddha and the thinkers who followed their
precepts) but their thoughts and discussions have had
an everlasting influence on the general Indian society.
Some of the philosophical positions developed as rivals
to their precedents but the interesting point to note
about the Indian philosophical tradition is that different
schools, though originating at different points of time,
have flourished together during many centuries and
have pursued parallel courses of growth.

Nehru also speaks of the multitude of philosophical
thoughts that have developed in India and enriched our



national outlook. He talks of the Buddhist philosophy
and Islam, which left their imprints on the national
outlook. However, the systems of philosophy, as he
points out, which have had a dominating influence on
the Indian society, are the six systems of Indian
philosophy or darshanas as they are commonly known.
These six philosophical systems are: Mimansa, Vedanta,
Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya and Vaisesika. They are
considered to be orthodox because they believe in the
authority of the Vedas (the Sanskrit word for ‘orthodox’
i.e. ‘one who believes in the authority of the Vedas’
or ‘one who believes in life after death’ is ‘Astika’).
It is worth mentioning here that the ‘Nastika’ or
heterodox philosophers are those who do not believe
in the authority of the Vedas, such as the Carvakas,
the Bauddhas and the Jainas, or who do not believe in
after-life like the adherents of the Carvaka philosophy,
which is ‘nastika’ in both senses.

Nehru also points out the differences among and
the similarities underlying the six philosophical systems.
“There is”, as he says, “polytheism, and theism with
a personal God, and pure monism, and a system which
ignores God altogether and bases itself on a theory of
evolution. There is both idealism and realism”(191).
To substantiate this argument, examples may be cited
of the Nyaya and the Vaisesika philosophies which
prove the existence of God by claiming God as the
ultimate cause of creation, maintenance and destruction
of the world; then there is the Sankhya philosophy (a
philosophy of dualistic realism) which considers the
evolution of the world in terms of the association of
the ‘Purusa’ with ‘Prakriti’, leaving little or no scope
for God as the creator of the world.As such it is
atheistic in belief. There is the Yoga system which is
theistic and it argues for the existence of God on
grounds like- if there are degrees of knowledge, then
there should be a maximum degree of knowledge or
perfect knowledge as well. God is the representation
of this perfect knowledge or omniscience. Therefore,
the Yoga philosophy holds that “God is the highest
object of contemplation for concentration and self-
realisation” (Chatterjee and Datta, 43). The Mimansa
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philosophy is realistic in nature. It holds that there is
no supreme soul or God who has created the world
and the world has always been there as it is. It however
emphasises the law of Karma. The Vedanta, on the
other hand, is a philosophy of pure monism which
believes in the unity of all existence. God is the only
Reality from which everything (all objects of the
Universe, whether animate or inanimate, and even all
gods and men) originates and so, every object is
considered as part of that One impersonal Reality in
the Vedanta system.

The diversity of views offered by the six systems
of philosophy in India is a testament to the complexity
and inclusivity of the Indian mind. It incorporates a
divergence of philosophical ideas/standpoints which co-
exist without one replacing the other and also perceives
a unity amongst these philosophical systems. Nehru
quotes Max Muller in this connection, for whom there
is a common fund of national and popular philosophy
behind the six systems from which every thinker was
allowed to draw ideas according to their own purposes.
Therefore, a variety of aspects of the popular philosophy
can be said to find their rightful place and exposition
in these six broad philosophical orientations.

Nehru also points out the similarities underlying
the six philosophical systems. Some common
presumptions in them are: the notion of an ordered
universe which functions according to law, belief in the
law of causality, belief in rebirth and emphasis on
unselfish love and disinterested activity. Moreover, all
the systems are built upon the foundation of logic and
reason. The arguments advanced by these philosophical
systems are quite rational, and reason is applied even
to matters outside the scope of reason itself. Therefore,
though these six systems are considered orthodox (as
they admit the authority of the sacred scriptures, the
Vedas) yet they arrive at their own conclusions with a
human spirit of inquiry, rather than blindly relying only
on the scriptures. This is how Nehru examines the
similarities and dissimilarities inherent in the different
philosophical systems of India which lend Indian thought
a complex and layered character. ®

< Chatterjee, Satischandra and DhirendramohanDatta.An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. New Delhi:

Rupa Publications India Pvt. Ltd., 2015. Print.
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THE SATTRIYA DANCE -

AN OVERVIEW

B Subhalaxmi Rajbongshi
B.A. 1** Sem., Deptt. of English

‘Glory be to Sankaradeva, the paragon of
all virtues and who has no parallel. I bow
down to the lotus feet of the preceptor.”

-MADHAVADEVA

Assam has contributed significantly to the world
of Indian dance and one of its distinct traditional
genres is Sattriya dance (Sattriya Nritya). Sattiya
dance was recognized on 15th nov, 2000 by Sangeet
Natak Akadami of India as a classical dance form
Sattriya Dance in modern form was introduced by
the Vaishnava Saint Mahapurusa Srimanta
Sankaradeva in the end of 15 th century AD in
Assam. The art form derives is name from the
Vaishnava monasteries known as 'Sattras'.

The Sattriya dance is traced back to Neo-
Vaisnava movment in Assam with Srimanata
Sankardeva (1449-1568). Who brought about all
pervading cultural resurgence in Assam. The Sattriya
music and dance were together an upshot of this great
movement.

Sattriya dance is traditionally preserved, pur-
sued and practiced in the Sattra institution. Gov-
erned by strictly laid down principles in respect of
the aspects like hastas, footwork, aharyas, music
etc. ascertaining the performance text of the Sattriya
Dance, This has two distinctly separate streams—
the bhaona- releted to gayan bayanar nach to the
kharmanar nach and Madhavadeva's Jhumura, the
'hali', the Baha etc.

The training of Sattriya dance starts from a

very young age of 5-7 years under the guidance of

Adhyapaks (Teachers) and carried out through a rigorous
syllabic process based on ground exercise called mati-
akharas. Some of the mati-akharas are meant as fitness
exercise, while some form component of various dance
postures. Thus the mati-akharas are the basic grammar
of the Sattriya dance without which nobody can learn the
art form perfectly. There are 64 numbers of such mati-
akharas traditionally prevalent in the sattra.

The technique of the Sattriya tradition is primarily de-
pendent on hand gestures and foot works. Hand gestures



occupies a very significant role in Sattriya dance. The
hand gesture is called 'hasta’ or 'hat while the term 'mudra’
is used by some to denote the same. The Sattriya hastas
(hand gestures) may be classified under two categories
(1) hand gesture based on classical texts (ii) hand ges-
ture traditionally adhered to. There are a number of
hastas in Sattriya which incude 29 Asamyuta nritya
hastas, 15 Samyuta nritya hastas and 32 Nritya hastas.
The art form possesses enormous number of foot works
of its own. These determine its basic position, cadence
of movement, rhythmic pattern, nature of stylization etc.
The basic foot pattern in Sattriya is called ora. It is the
basic stance of the dance style and all the foot patterns
emerge from this basic position. Traditionally it has been
the exclusive domain of the male monks in the sattras
and this distitinction between male and female starts from
the basic stance ora called purus-ora and prakriti-ora.

Sattriya dance is mainly related to a dance drama
form called 'Ankia Nat' introduced by Sankardeva.
The performance of Ankia Bhaona or dramatic repre-
sentation of this these types of plays are used for
propagation of Bhakti, besides entertaining the com-
mon people. The dramas of Sanakaradeva and
Madhavadeva are full of music, dialogue, song and
dance where dance played a dominant role and, thereby
gave rise to a definite system of dance known as
Sattriya. There are six plays of Sankaradeva and eight
Jhumura by Madhavadeva in total. There are another
two types of art forms named Sutradhari and Ojapali
Dance where Sattriya Dance is use.

Thus, the Sattriya with five hundred years of glo-
rious past and enduring present, forms a distinct part
of the large classical Indian dance tradition inhering
the colour and richness of Assamese society. l
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Portrayal of folk life in
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's songs

m Shristi Kalita
B.A. 3" Sem., Deptt. of Political Science

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika was an Indian playback
singer, lyricist, musician, singer poet, and filmmaker
from Assam widely known as Sudhakantha. He is also
acknowledged to have introduced the culture and folk
music of Assam and North-East India to hindi cinema
at the national level. There have been few people in
Assam like Dr. Bhupen Hazarika having such under-
standing of the motherland as to introduce it to the world
solely through his artistic quality. In his songs, it is the
ethnic interest that found an important place. Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika called himself a 'Jajabor' means 'Nomad' in
his ever living song Moi eti jajabor because he trav-
elled across the world.

Moi eti jajabor
Dhorar dihinge dipange loru
Nibisari nija ghor
Moi eti jajabor

Hazarika was a self described Nomad- the roving
minstrel, "flitting, floating, shifting, drifting and never
seeking a home." More importantly he was a vagabond
with a dream. The sheer simplicity of lifestyle of people
in the North East, it's tradition and culture captivated
his soul. He dreamt of unity among diversity. Assam is
enamoured with the unique beauty of many languages
and dialects. He have also directed a film named Miri
Jiyori based on the novel of Rajinikanta Bordoloi high-
lighting the Mising Tribe. Bordoloi's 'Miri Jiyori' (1894)
foregrounds a tribal (ethnic) community for the first time
in the Assamese novel integrating an ordinary folklife.
While on the one hand, it celebrates the Mising (then
Miri) culture; on the other hand, it presents an exotic
picture of the community's core cultural behavior.
Bordoloi's 'Miri Jiyori' tells a love story of a mising
couple, Jonki and Panei, living in the banks of the river
Subanshiri. The novel effectively depicts the culture
moors of the community concerning it's festivals, wor-
ship, integrity existence in harmony with nature and
environment without any overt political undertone.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika beautifully presented
Bordoloi's novel and the mising culture in his movie 'Miri
Jiyori'.

Even though, Hazarika didn't composed any song
on mising tribe in his movie but later he composed one
of his famous song Bojalije Pepati, where he men-
tioned about the energetic and cheerful youths of mising
tribe.
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Aajir Panei nomore
Aru Jonkie nekande
Ei, Jonki-Panei r mising xomaj
Nijei Disang Abung hoi
Axomire bor Luitor xotti borhabo
Moromore ei juguti.

Through this stanza of his song 'Bojalije pepati',
Hazarika expressed his sympathy on the tragic end of
Jonki and Panei's love story. He tried to bring attention
on the fact that how an ethnic women had to bear the
mainstream 'gaze' and become the object where patri-
archy generated moral codes played out, in short, a kind
of gender stereotyping that sadly persists even today.
Through this song he wanted to bring a positive change
in the society. He also highlighted the strength of today's
Mising youth. He says that today's Mising society, who
spread love despite of all the differences, knows how
to unite all the cultures of Assam with love and accep-
tance.

The living legend have not left out the tea tribe of
Assam in his compositions as seen in his famous song
Champa nohoi mure naam Chameli depicting a cheer-
ful girl Chameli.

Axom dekhor bagisare suwali
Jhumur-tumur nasi koru dhemali
Champa nohoi, mure naam Chameli

These lines are the refrain of immensely popular
song Champa nhoi mure naam Chameli from the
classic Assamese movie, Chameli Memsaab of 1975.
Written and composed by Hazarika, the song combines
lyrics in Assamese and Bagania, spoken by Adivasi
plantation workers, and crystallizes ideas of Adivasi
identity and a romanticized notion of the colonial tea
plantation in the female adivasi body. In the above
stanza of the song, Chameli, the main lead of 'Chameli
Memsaab', introducing herself as a tea tribe girl of
Assam. She enjoys performing Jhumur, the traditional
dance of the tea tribe communities of Assam. It is quite
famous among tea-garden community. She claims that
her name is Chameli, not Chapma.

Tea tribes are inseparable part of Assamese cul-

Assam to work as labourers. They might not be indig-
enous but have contributed in enriching Assamese society.
Therefore Hazarika composes many songs about their
lives and experiences.

Another great composition of Hazarika, Moi
Kohimare Adhunika Dalimi again touches llaks! on
the theme of assimilation and unity between the Nagas
and the Assamese. The song not only arrests the melody
of unity but also the natural beauty of the snow clad
mountains of the Naga hills.

Moi kohimare adhunika Dalimi
Moi Godapani adhunik bhoyamor
Aami aji duyu xohojatri
Guwahati obhimukhi nixar railot

The song presenting the references of Naga tribes
actually is an attempt to understand the cordial and lovable
relationship between the people at the valley and the
people of hills. It is being done through the story of Dalimi
and Godapani. Dalimi is actually a replica of 'Lucy' of
Wordsworth and Godapani was a famous Ahom king.
While writing the screen story for the first Assamese
film Joymoti (1935), Lakshminath Bezbaruah introduced
the character of Dalimi, a happy-go-lucky Naga girl, who
falls in love with the exiled prince Godapani, hiding in
the Naga hills. This Bhupen Hazarika song, composed
in 1968, takes a leaf from this reference.

An important song by Dr. Bhupen Hazarika is
Siyangore Galong. He composed it in 1961 at ere
Along of Arunachal Pardesh.

Apatani bhonitik dhorilu xaboti
Beserupe mile muk othe-bothe mati
Kole: aji kiyo rongere sokulu xorise?
O' paharore tolit
Bhoyamor simate
Sinaki ki xobah bohise?

The beautiful lyrics of this song tells about the
cordial relations among different tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh, namely, Galong, Khamiti, Wangcho, Apatani,
Monpa, Idu, Nocte, Tangsa and Sherdukper and their
rich traditions, simplicity, love and affection. This song
glorify the unity, friendship and brotherhood among tribes

tg ture and society. They are bought by the Britishers in  of Arunachal Pradesh.



The mesmerizing culture of the Goalpara region
was also not left out from his artistic observation. This
legendary singer composed a famous song Gouripuriya
Gabhoru, describing Goalpara region.

Gouripuriya gabhoru dekhilu,
hati dhoriboloi goi.
Hatio dhorilu taiku mohilu
Xaturi godadhor noi hoi.
Moholor kaxote noire parote
Asil okole roi he.

Through these lyrics of the song, he draws a vivid
picture of the youth from upper Assam who had come
down to Gouripur to catch elephants and how his mind
was spellbound by the beauty of a young woman of
Goalpara.

The musical maestro, Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, in his
song, O' Shillongore Monalisa Lyngdoh, described
his best about the tribes of Meghalaya.

Shillongore Monalisa Lyngdoh
Shillongore Monalisa Lyngdoh
Tumar haator guitar khonit
Hilibili music bojai jowa

His lyric, Shillongore Monalisa, composed against
the backdrop of a separation caused by a political
event- the curving out of Meghalaya from "Undivided
Assam" in 1972, is a symbolic love song dealing with
the love affair between an Assamese youth and a Khasi
girl- a plains youth and a hill maiden- a Hindu and a
Christian- love that transcends boundaries. It descibes
the beauty of a Khasi damsel Monalisa Lyngdoh high-
lighting her ability to play guitar, a sign of culturally
active people of Meghalaya. He compares the beauty
of the Khasi girl Monalisa to that of the immortal
creation of Leonardo.

Another great contribution of Hazarika, Diphu
hol tumare naam, describes the Karbi tribe.

Diphu hol tumare naam,
houk mongol tumar

Luitporiya bhai-bhonir loa namaskar he.

Xuola karbi bhaxat he karbi mane pahar
I rahis Arleng mane manuh aru swajati amar he.

'Ka' arthe puhor aru 'Be' mane karma
Karbi jatir adarxa hol karma
mane dharma he.

The lyric Diphu hol tumare naam brings to light
the Karbi people's respect towards work culture and
human kindness. In the entire lyrics of this song, we find
references to the notable Chomangkan (Chomkan)
dance, Samson Sing Ingti, the sculptor of the Karbi tribe,
his 'Haimu', the Rongpai people etc. The generosity,
true humanity and the sacrifices of the Karbi people are
found in this lyric.

If we clearly look into Hazarika's songs we can see
his attempt to treated all man as equals and he belief
that God created each one of us equally irrespective of
caste, creed, religion and sex. And this message is the
sole purpose of his songs.

Sudhakantha Dr. Bhupen Hazarika tirelessly worked
for Assamese culture and literature all his life. He
wanted unity in diversity in the North East India. He
on his magazine 'Amar Pratinidhi', openly declared that
tribes like Wanshu, Monpa, Shingpo, Khamti are part of
Assamese society. It shows his generosity and accep-
tance of diverse cultures. He himself was a son of soil
and therefore, he strived for unifying the North Eastern
States as seven sister states. His songs possesses ver-
satile themes and the mention of different cultures,
tribes possess etc escalates the resonance of his songs. B
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RISE OF OTT IN INDIA
A Boom During the Pandemic

B Rituparna Das
B.A. 5% Sem., Deptt. of English
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TT, short for ‘over-the-top’, is nowadays a very well known term in the entertainment world. Over-

the-top (OTT media service) is a streaming media service offered directly to viewers via the Internet.

The concept of OTT is not so new in India. The first dependent Indian OTT platform was BIGFlix,
launched by Reliance Entertainment in 2008. 2 years later Digivive launched India’s first OTT mobile app called
nexGTv which was followed by DittoTV (Zee) and SonyLIV. Then came TVF Media Labs. Its YouTube
channel, The Viral Fever (shortly known as TVF) became the first Indian platform to create original digital
content. TVF’s Permanent Roommates was India’s first web series which debuted in 2014 and soon became
the second most-viewed web series worldwide. However, it was in 2015 that OTT gained significant momentum
in India when Star India officially launched Hotstar (now known as Disney+Hotstar), which is the most
subscribed OTT platform in India at present. The global platform Netflix made its entry in the Indian market
in 2016 and was soon followed by a slew of platforms, both global players and home-grown ones. From Amazon
Prime Video to Zee5, ALT Balaji, Voot Select, JioCinema, MX Player, ErosNow - there are currently about
providers of OTT media services in India.This also includes regional content OTT platforms like Hoichoi
(Bengali), Simply South (Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam), Sun NXT (Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam),
& Aha Video (Telugu), Planet Marathi (Marathi), CityShor TV (Gujarati), and more. Recently, North-East India’s
first OTT app named Hello TV was also launched in Assam.



While TVF continued to entertain us with a host
of delightful as well as relevant shows like - Pitchers
(2015), Tripling (2016-19), Yeh Meri Family (2018),
ImMature (2019) ; Nethix not only made its content
available fcr the Indian audiences but also started making
original and targeted content for consumption by the
masses. It wouldn’t be wrong to say that Netflix’s
original web series Sacred Games was the tipping
point of Indian OTT. Released in 2018, the series proved
to be an extremely profitable move. VVhat has followed
since then is a wave of Indian original content by
different platforms. Audience who were tired of TV
sereial’s typical ‘saas-bahu’ drama or the tedious
unrelatable storylines, thronged towards OTT which
was offering web series way more on fleek in forms
of crime thrillers like Mirzapur (Amazon Prime Video),
Criminal Justice (Hotstar), twisty spy thrillers like The
Family Man (Amazon Prime Video), Special OPS
(Hotstar), historical drama like Bose : Dead/Alive
(ALTBalaji), rom-com like Bang Baaja Baaraat, or
coming-of-age stories such as Flames, Little Things,
Laakhon Mein Ek and many more. When most of the
daily soaps in India were still stuck with a pack of
glamorous families and their rich-people problems, TVF
produced such a realistic and relatable series like Kota
Factory (2019), which brilliantly captures the journey
of IIT and Medical exam aspirants as they face both
Competition and Life in “the coaching capital of India”,

Kota. The series was showered with great love by the
viewers as well as high praise from critics and soon
ranked as one of the best Indian web series with high
ratings. The popularity enjoyed by these shows already
proved that the future of OTT is clearly bright in a
fast-digitizing nation like India. Increasing number of
smartphone and data users with easy internet access
is also an influential factor in this rapid growth.

But who knew that the breakthrough was yet to
come! The year 2020 changed many things, including
the way we consume entertainment. The outbreak of
Covid-19 and the resultant lockdown forced much of
the of popoulation to stay Indoors. With theatre,
multiplexes, and all outdoor entertainment venues shutting
down, people veered to home-based entertainment and
OTT platforms emerged as sawicor which
overwhelmingly boosted its value and usage. All sections
of the audience that were locked up al homes, rushed
to get a subsoiption of premium cotent and movies. OTT
platforms, which hitherto were mostly urban-centric, in
2020, witnessed a major proportion of the new
subscribers emerging from small towns and rural areas
too. When Coronavirus-led lockdown shut down many
industries and businesses, at the same time this period
instilled a sense of optimism in the entertainment industry
regarding the future of OTT platforms.

The OTT sector in India witnessed a 30% rise in
the number of paid subscribers, from 22.2 million to
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29.0 million between March and July 2020, a report by
India Brand Equity Foundation said. For example, the
daily active users on Amazon Prime Video in India
increased by 83% since the country went under
lockdown. Another leading on platform of India,
ALBalaji has witnessed an average of 17,000 new
subscribers each day in lockdown a 60% increase from
the average only 10,600 per day in March prior to the
lockdown. By the end of 2020. India has reported 355
million OTT viewers - a 35% year-on-year growth.
Until 2020, films premiering on digital mediums
before their theatrical release was almost unheard of.
With cinema halls shut, the year saw for the first time
movies being released on streaming platforms directly.
In June, Amazon Prime Video bucked the trend to
digitally release Gulabo Sitabo, starring A-listers
Amitabh Bachotran and Ayushmann Khurrana. Since
then at least 35 movies, across various Indian languages,
were released first on different OTT platforms. Some
of these include Dil Bechara, Shakuntala Devi,
Lootcase, Raat Akeli Hai, Gunjan Saxena, Bulbbul,
Choked, Ghoomketu, Khuda Haafiz, Khaali Peell,
Sadak 2, Lakmii, Ludo etc. Many of these movies
are well received by the audience as well as film
critics. For instance, Nettlx’s Bulbbul starring Tripti
Dimri in the lead role received both audience and critical
praise for its unique take on women power. Multi
Starrer Ludo was celebrated by the viewers in Netflix
as it would have been in theatre due to the flim’s
extraordinary story line, beautiful music and brilliant
performance by the ensemble cast, OTT provided even
the lesser known movies of 2020 a worldwide platform.
Underrated movies that don’t have high budget or big
star in them like Ram Singh Charlie. Chintu Ka
Birthday, Pareeksha, tapped into an audience that
they may have never reached with theatrical release.
OTT piayers are also helping regional language
filmmakers to get a national audiene. Language is no
more a barrier as subtitles in different languages are
now available in such platforms. The year also saw a
spate of regional films, especially South Indian titles,
premiering on OTT platforms. C U soon (Malayalam),

Sufiyum Sujatayum (Malayalam), Andhaghaaram
(Tamil), Middle Class Melodies (Telegu), Maara
(Tamil), to name a few. Suriya Sivakumar’s most awaited
Soorarai Pottru (Tamil), theatrical release of which
was delayed due to the pendamic, was also released on
Amazon Prime and soon became a national hit.

Much like the last couple of years, 2020 also
offered plenty of web series through different OTT
platforms that managed to keep audience hooked—
Amazon’s Panchayat, Paatal Lok, Bandish Bandits,
Mirzapur2; Netfix's Jamtara— Sabka Number Ayega,
She; Voot's Asur, The Gone Game; Hoster's Special
OPS,Aarya; SonyLIV's Undekhi, A Simple Murder,
ALTBajali's Mentalhood, Code M; and the list goes
on. However, the biggest hit of 2020 was SonyLIV’s
Scam 1992. The Harshad Mehta Story— the show
not only won rave reviews for an authentic recreation
of the infamous securities fraud that made Harshad
Mehta the original bad boy billionaire, but also ranked
as top-rated and most viewed Indian OTT series of all
times. OTT’s crowning glory in an already ground-
breaking year came in November when Netflix's
acclaimed Indian Original Delhi Crime won the
International Emmy for Best Drama Series.

However, films and web series were not the
biggest draw on the OTT plateforms this year. It was
cricket, more specifically IPL (Indian Premier League)
on Disney* Hotstar was the major grosser in terms of
revenues and major crowd puller in terms of viewership.

While OTT reached its highest peak in India during
this year, the government has decided to bring all content
on OTT under censorship guidelines as per the
notification dated 9th November, 2020. The Indian
audience seems to be extremely unsure about this move
simply because they had been enjoying raw content made
with enough creative freedom so far and all are hoping
that OTT platforms will find a way to put out their content
without having to go through the entire process of
censorship. Although 2020 is considered a dark year for
the entire world due to the Covid-19 epidemic, this year
was remarkable for India’s OTT sector and we can't
wait to see what 2021 has in store! B

Lg Sources : 1. indianexpress.com, 2. yourstory.com, 3. techradar.com, 4. siasat.com



Wangala Festival

B Greyolista O. Sangma

B.Sc. 1 Sem., Deptt. of Botany

an Gala Festival is one of the most popular

festivals among the Garos of Meghalaya

and Assam in India and greater Mymensingh
in Bangladesh. It is a harvest festival held in honour of
Misi Saljong “the Sun-god of fertility”. The celebration
of the Wangala Festival marks the end of a period of
tail, which brings good out put of the field. It also marks
the onset of winter.

The Garos are an Indigenous Tibeto-Burman ethnic
group from the Indian sub-continent, notably found in
the Indian states of Meghalaya, Assam, Tripura,
Nagaland and some neighbouring areas of Bangladesh,
notably mymensingh, Netrokona, Jamalpur, Sherpur,

Sylhet and Rangamati and who called themselves Achik
Mande (literally ‘Hill people’, Achick means ‘bitesoil’
and Mande means ‘people’). The name ‘Garo’ being
given to them is used by non-Garos. Historically, Garo
name was used for wide a range of people living in the
Southern banks of the river Brahmaputra. But today,
Garo refers to that hill tribe who call themselves Achik
mande. The Garos are one of the few remaining
matrilineal societies in the world.

As ahill tribe, the Garos mainly depend on agriculture
and farming, especially jhumming in the jhum jields.

After harvesting, usually from the month of October &

‘Wan Gala’ festival is celebrated as a thanks giving
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ceremony and it is considered a taboo to reap any crops
from the jhum fields without performing the “Wan Gala’.

Wan Gala is also known as a “Hundred Drums
Festival”. Celebrated for the first time ever in December
of 1976, it has slowly gained popularity and attracts
hundreds of tourist every year. It is celebrated as a post
harvest festival by the Garo Tribes in the region, where
by they offer sacrifice to please their main deity MISI-
SALIJING, the ‘God of Sun’ for blessing the people with
rich harvest. It is generally celebrated for two days and
sometimes continues for even a week. The ceremony
performed on the first day is known as “Rugala or Chu-
Rugala” which is performed in the house of the chiy
(Nokma). ‘Rugala’ is a very solemn ritual performed
by the priest (Kamal) followed by the burning of chief
incense. Rice being the staple food, is used in many
forms for all the rituals. Only rice beer specially prepared
can be used during this festival. Powdered rice paste
is used to decorate the NOKMA'’s (Chief) house first,
and then other houses in the village.

On the second day, known as “CHACHAT SO.A”,
the ceremony starts again in the Nokma’s house where
the sacred drum is kept. Rice is scattered all over the
house symbolizing the rain and it hails the sowing season.
Then incense is burnt and the smoke symbolize rain
clouds. Throughout the ceremony drums (DAMA) and
gong (RANG) are played. A meal is served followed by
dancing is the NOKMA's house in the night.

Young and old dressed in their traditional colourful
costumes ‘DAKMANADA’, ‘'DAKSARTI’, ‘GANDO’
and DO.ME (headgear with feathers) and dance to the

tune of music played and long oval-shaped drums
(DAMA).

The traditional dress of the Garo people is very simple
consisting of a fewpieces of home made cloth. In Garo
society, both males and females are fond of ornaments.
Ornaments would be made by local materials like
bamboo, wood, horn, tooth, bone of wild animals and
brass, bronze, silver and coins etc. The traditional
ornaments of Garos are very attractive and decorative.

‘Katta Doka” (talking in a singing style or traditional
tribal rapping), ‘Ajia, Dani Daka’ (describing wan gala
by singing), Chambil Mesaa or the pemole dance are
performed during these days. This is the occasion to
relax and for days the hills and valleys echoes with the
extra-ordinary beat of drums. The popular dance forms
performed during the festival has certain subtle
variations, the main motif being a queue of two parallel
lines- one of men and other of women clad in their
festival fineries. Young and old join the festivities with
equal enthusiasm. While the men beat the drums, the
line moves forward in rhythmic accord. The orchestra
of men includes drums (DAMA), gong (Rang) and
flute (Bangsi), punctuated by the sonorous music of a
primitive flute made of buffalo horn. There is a notable
sense of tempo in the performers, young and old, and
the energetic dance leaves a lasting impression upon
the beholder.

Basically Wangala festival is considered to be an
integral step towards preserving the ancient Garo heritage
and at the same time exposing the younger generation to
the rich culture that is a part of its legacy. m

N.B.- Lastly but not the least most popular “The 100 Drums Wangala Festival”
of the Garos is organised at ‘Assanang’, the head quarter of Rongram
Development Block, Tura every year in the month of November. Do visit.




YEAR OF THE TIGER

H Jintu Das
B.A. 39 Sem., Deptt. of English
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YEAR OF THE TIGER

Hard Rock. Myles Richard Bass born November 27,1969 professionally known as Myles Kennedy
is an American musician, singer, and songwriter. He is known for his soulful voice and mostly for
his capability of hitting notes with an ease. He is the lead Vocalist and guitarist in Slash's backing band, known
as Myles Kennedy and the Conspirators and also the lead vocalist and rhythm guitarist of the rock band Alter
Bridge. Myles Kennedy is one of the top and most beloved singer in the genre. He has worked as a session
musician and songwriter, making both studio and live appearances with several artist, and has been involved with
several projects through out his career. When Slash was asked about Myles he said, "he is a sweet down to
earth really cool guy" and that he was blown away when Myles did the song "Starlight" and he signed him to
be the front man of the band Slash and the Conspirators for the record Apocalyptic Love and Living the Dream.
He began his music career in 1990 as a lead guitarist of the instrumental jazz band Cosmic Dust. His second
band Citizen Swing released two albums before disbanding and creating a Rock band Mayfield Four, for which he
provided lead vocals and guitar. Myles kennedy stated, " Mayfield Four was the band that afforded us the luxury to
tour on a national level for the first time." Later he joined Alter Bridge in 2003 and he has been with the band ever
since. He has released six studio albums with Alter Bridge. One day remains was released in 2004. With mixed &
reviews, Alter Bridge announced plans for a second release. The album Blackbird, was released in 2007. Unlike

Myles Kennedy is considered by far the most versatile and among the best vocalist and guitarist in
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One Day Remains, which was largely written by
Tremonti, Blackbird featured Kennedy's guitar playing
as well as his song writing skills. The song Blackbird is
an absolute master piece. The third album AB III, was
released in 2010. Lyrically it is the band's darkest album
with kennedy calling it the most personal record. Later
they released Fortress on September, 2013 , The Last
Hero on October, 2016 and Walk the Sky on October,
2019.

On March 9, 2018 Myles Kennedy released his
first solo record "Year of the Tiger". 1 remember
myself sitting in the college canteen going through all
the songs on the record and yes, i missed all the classes.
This album is a musical getaway from the hard rock
music of Kennedy to a more of a blues based acoustic
sound. The story behind "Year of the Tiger" is poi-
gnant. Myles family was involved in Christian Science
church. So when his father became ill he decided not
to seek medical attention and passed away a few
months later leaving his wife, Myles and his small
brother. He says,"my father was a good, honest man,
but i still struggle with the choices he made which
ultimately led to his death". For Myles it is the most
personal record of his career where he pulls out the
drawing from his personal experience.

THE VOCALS

The vocals are on a lower register. It doesn't dis-
tract the listener from the depth of the song and it suits
the way the lyrics are conveyed. Kennedy himself
played the Banzo, lap steel, bass, and mandolin in
addition to guitar, joined by drummer Zia Uddin and
Tim Tournier on bass along with Alter Bridge producer
Michael 'Elvis' Baskette.

The title track "Year of the Tiger" introduces the
listener, with Kennedy addressing his father's death
through the eyes of his mother who just lost her hus-
band and the aftermath with her children and the tough
choices she was forced to make, The lyrics are spot
on and the songs on the record shows how much of
a lyrical genius he is. Lines like

"in the year of the tiger, i got my kin to save

And i ll be dammed to see them suffer one more

"

day

shows his mother resolution to keep fighting and re-
main in spite of the turmoil she had to face.

He holds into the loss in songs like "Blind faith"
and "haunted by design". One can clearly feel the emo-
tion in the lines—

"faith can be blind

But it cannot justify

The tragedy of a love's demise

We can't replace”.

Myles empathises with his mother who raised him
and his brother without her husband in the songs like
"turning stone" and "mother".

"The great beyond" the most epic one on the al-
bum creates a scene, a vision of death of his father.
Lines like- "faith reveals the dark remains of faith
in its last resolve" refers to his father's fait God and
Christian Science which ultimately resulted in his death.

"Devil on the wall" is a bluesy song with gloomy
lyrics which conveys a sense of regret where he blames
himself for not being able to do anything for his father.

"I cannot fight this worried mind

In the end it's all my fault

The fate you find, you choose in time

When you draw the devil on the wall'".

"Ghost of Shangri-La" is one of my favourites
where he tries to put his mother's perspective of. moving
the family after their home was robbed shortly after
his father's demise. The beauty of the song is its peaceful
nature and the soulful voice of Kennedy. There's some-
thing that makes me listen to this beauty over and over
again. My favourite lines—

"these children at my shoulder

They don't see the tears I cry

Still fighting to get over

The ghost of Shangri La"

"Love can only heal" is a late album standout that
draws out the emotions and touches us. The steady
plucking beautiful sound of the guitar in the beginning
and the upbeat towards the end accompanied by touchy
lyrics makes it a perfect creation.

"Never mind the pain

Cause love can only heal

If only you could trade the dark for light it



might reveal

That there's a place inside

Don't be afraid to feel

Cause love can only heal".

"Year of the Tiger" ends on a more hopeful and
positive insight on moving forward. "Songbird" and "One
fine day" are full of positivity. The song "One fine day"
is about how his mother found new love and Myles a
father.

Myles, words in an interview—

“And then the craziest thing happened — she was
setup on a blind date with this guy in Nezperce, Idaho.
So she flew to meet this gentleman in Spokane, Wash-
ington. They spent like a weekend hanging out, and
three days later they were engaged. They fell in love
quick and they're still married after all this time."

“So Glenn — that's why my last name is now
Kennedy, because he adopted me and he treated both
me and my brother as one of his own. That's one of
the greatest things that's ever happened to me."

Few lines from the song—

"One fine day, this, too, shall fade

You never know, never know, never know

This long lament, this bitter end

Let it go, let it go, let it go."

The record "Year of the Tiger" shows Kennedy
taking a risk of sharing the experience of his youth
that have influenced and informed the rest of his life.
Myles Kennedy is not just an entertainer, his songs
speaks to his listener. To me Myles Kennedy doesn't
just make songs, he makes soundtracks to your life.
His music are so profoundly genuine and emotional
that one can easily relate with their life and that is
why his music grabs you. I am no musical maestro
or a critic, this is just what i feel about his music
and the record "Year of the Tiger" is the best i have
heard. This album demonstrate his vocal versatility his
skills as a songwriter and a guitarist. I wish he keeps
on writing and making music and continues to sur-
prise us. ®
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TRADE AND COMMERCE OF INDUS
VALLEY CIVILIZATION

with distant lands

B Dulumoni Nath

Assistant Prof., Deptt. of History

“Trade as the augmentation of wealth must be placed in the forefront.”

Introduction: The Indus valley civilization is
generally called Harappan civilization, because it was
first at Harappa in the Montgomery district, in the
present province of west Punjab in Pakistan that the
archeological discovery of a new culture was made in
1921. Further evidences of a similar culture were found
at Mohenjo-Daro, a Sindhi word, which literally means
‘mound of the dead’, in Larakana district, in the
province of Sind in Pakistan when the Archeological
survey of India conducted excavation in 1922. Among
the officers who deserve special mention for the
excavation were Rakhaldas Benarjee, Sir John Marshall
and Dayaram Sahni.

—Dr. Ambedkar

Archeologists use the term “culture” for a group
of objects, distinctive in style that are usually found
together within a specific geographical area and period
of time. In the case of the Harrappan culture, these
distinctive objects or artifacts include seals, beads,
weights, stone blades and even baked bricks. These
objects were found in areas as far apart as Afghanistan,
Jammu, Baluchistan and Gujarat.

The Harappans had established an extensive
network of inter and intra regional trade in different
places. Different types of Archeological evidences like
the presence of two dozen seals, belonging to Harappa
and Persian gulf discovered from Susa and



Mesopotamia clearly indicate the presence of trade
contact between the two. The three zones which get
the most frequent reference in the contemporary texts
are Dilmun, Makan, Meluha. The identification of
Dilmun is with Bahrain, Makan with Oman, and the
third place Meluha with the region of the Indus valley.
A variety of materials were used for craft production,
while some such as clay were locally available but
stone, timber and metal had to be procured from outside
the alluvial plain. Terracotta toy models of bullock carts
suggest that this was one important means of
transporting goods and people across land routes.
Riverine routes along the Indus and its tributaries as
well as coastal routes were also probably used. The
Harappans carried out their inter regional trade of metal
and stone different parts of Indian sub-continent like
gold from Karnataka, silver from Afghanistan, copper
from Rajasthan.

Trade and commerce was a vital part of the
Harappan civilization. There were evidences to prove
that the Indus valley people traded not only with the
other parts of India but also with many parts of western
and northern Asia, Egypt, and Babylon etc. Some
objects of Harappan origin were found in Sumeria.
Indicating the trade relations between the two
civilizations. The important of trade in the life of the
Indus valley people is attested not only by the granaries
found at Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro and Lothal but also
by the presence of numerous seals, uniform script and
regulated weights and measures in a wide area.

Trade may be understood in its widest sense as the
reciprocal traffic of materials or goods directed by human
agencies from one place to another or one individual to
another. It has been defined as mercantile employment
carried on as a means of livelihood or profit. When a
single person disposes off his own goods to some other
person, then exchange is carried out. Earlier it was in
the form of barter in which the two parties exchanged
either goods or services on good will. The invention of
the monetary system made it possible to dispose of goods

of merely a person to person relationship or social activity
on a small scale, like local trade.

Local trade has led always to the development of
local centers in rural communities; their varied
requirements gave rise to wandering traders and market
places, conveniently accessible to any nearby
communities. Such local trading gave rise to permanent
markets which then graduated to a variety of towns
and cities. Long distance trade on the other hand, means
commercial exchange between residents of different
areas. As states and nations emerged, they began to
formulate national commercial policies. Trading among
such different nations based on their own national
policies of goods and services locally available developed
as international trade later. Thus, it is a repeated
sequence of institutions created by regular trade
between multiplicities of traders.

In the prehistoric period, man was basically a part
of his environment. Man lived in natural dwellings and
gathered fruits, nuts, roots and hunted animals for his
subsistence. At a later stage, food gathering was
transformed into food proclamation in the form of
agriculture and the domestication of animals. Thus, man
began to control his environment. This along with the
use of pottery, made his home economy better and the
surplus theory became prominent. The barter system
started within the families or tribes with a more settled
life. Exchange of commodities which were previously
carried out among the neighboring tribes and villages,
gathered momentum and the people came in contact with
outsiders.

In the Harappan culture the elaborate social
structure and the standard of living must have been
maintained by a highly developed system of
communication and trade. Harappan trade contact
occurred because they needed to procure materials
from outside areas for which different types of
strategies made. They used land routes and riverside
routes to trade. The Indus and its tributaries, as well
as coastal routes were also probably used. Inland trade

for a token representative value that could in turn, be ~ was conducted by boats and bullocks and external (-]

trade by big boats and big bullock carts with solid &
wheels.
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exchanged for other goods. The monetary system
enabled trade to become a larger social activity instead



Commercial links with subcontinent and beyond :

The Harappans procured materials for craft
production in various ways for instance, they established
settlements such as Nageswar and Balakot in areas
where shell was available. Other such sites were
Shontughai, Afghanistan, near the best source of Lapis
Lazuli, a blue stone that was apparently very highly
valued, and Lothal which was near sources of carnelian
(from Bharuch in Gujarat) steatite (from south
Rajasthan and North Gujarat) and metal (from
Rajasthan).

They sent expeditions to areas such as Khetri of
Rajasthan (for copper) and South India (for gold), these
expeditions established communication with local
communities. Occasional findings of Harappan artifacts
such as steatite micro beads in these areas give
indication of such contacts.

Commercial link with distant lands :

Harappan people carried commerce with those in
the land of the Tigris and the Euphrates. Discovery of
many Indus seals in Mesopotamian bear testimony to
it. Another evidence is the some cosmetics of the
urban people of Mesopotamia by the Harappans.

Traders of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro seem to
have sent their goods to Persia Afghanistan and
Mesopotamia by land routes and to Egypt and Crete
by sea routes. During the Indus valley civilization,
copper was probably brought from Oman situated on
the South Eastern tip of the Arabian Peninsula.

Reference :

Chemical analyses have shown that both the Omani
copper and Harappan artifacts have traces of Nickel;
there are other traces of contact as well. A distinctive
type of vessel, a large Harappan Jar coated with a
thick layer of black clay has been found at Omani
sites. Such thick coatings prevent the percolation of
liquids. Mesopotamian texts datable to the third
millennium BCE refer to copper coming from a region
called Magus. Perhaps a name for Oman, and
interestingly enough copper found at Mesopotamian
sites also contains traces of Nickel. Mesopotamian
records mention contact with a region named ‘Dilmun’
(Identified with Bahrain on the Persian Gulf) and Megan
and Meluha. They mention the products from Meluha:
carnelian, lapis lazuli, copper, gold and varieties of wood.

Conclusion : The trade was very important for
the Indus valley civilization. The Harappan economy
was based on a subsistence economy of wheat and
barley. The Indus valley civilization had a broad trade
network, but their currency was traded goods. Instead
of money, there was a swapping and bartering system.
Their main trade partner was Mesopotamia which was
an advanced and contemporary civilization in Middle
East.

Through the trade and commercial relation with
outside areas, the Indus valley civilization not only
exported and imported various goods and raw materials,
but also made cultural contacts. So, trade and commerce
played a vital role in early civilization and it is still doing
so in the present day society. B

1. Khurana Dr. K.L.,” History of India Earliest Times to 1761AD’, 2015-16, Published by Lakshmi Narain

Agarwal.

2. Bhagaboti Tarun Chandra,” Indian History’, edited 2008
3. Sen Dr. Sanjay, ‘History of India-I, 2019, Mahaveer Publications.
4. Tripathi Rana Shankar, ‘History of Ancient India’2014, Motilal Banarasi Das Publishers Private limited,

Delhi.
5. www.statelinewordpness.com
6. www.Indus-Valley-civ.weekly.com
7. www.shodhganga,in flibnet.ac.in
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‘E-learning’ in India :
‘Paradigm Shift’ or ‘Paradise Lost’ ?

B Sourabh Jyoti Sharma
Assistant Prof., Deptt. of Political Science

Introduction
“I am not an enthusiast about on-line teaching. We need human interface with students

for good communication. That is how young minds can be inspired.”

-Prof. C.N.R Rao, eminent scientist, former scientific adviser to the PM of India in June, 2020

“Educational software, like textbooks, is only one tool in the learning process. Neither
can be a substitute for well-trained teachers. Technology itself is not transformative. It’s the
teacher, the pedagogy, school etc that is transformative.”

-Views of noted educationists Keith Krueger and Tanya Byron.

‘E-learning’ is an umbrella term which shows learning done at a computer, usually connected
to a network, giving us the opportunity to learn electronic materials anywhere and at any time.
(Nayak, 2013)

Learning online or e-learning or digital learning has become the indispensable imperative in the
ongoing global Covid pandemic situations as after the economy, the education sector is being badly
hit, directly affecting the future of millions of students across India and the world. Hence, ‘e- &
learning’ or ‘learning online’ has become the only alternative for enabling continuous learning or
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acting as a learning enhancement for our students
during these extraordinary circumstances.

Accessible Education and Limits of ‘E-
learning’

But again the main issue of unbridgeable ‘digital
divide’ has hit the ‘only alternative’ learning process
as has been ‘shockingly’ pointed out by the NCERT’s
latest survey (August, 2020) amongst students of
Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs), CBSE schools, Navodayas
(NVs) that one out of three students have faced
difficulty in e-learning, only 27% students have
smartphones/laptops of their own and 28% of them
pointed out poor or lack of electricity as the major
hindrance in accessing e-learning platforms. On an
average 60% students have found ‘e-learning’ as
‘Joyful and satisfactory’, particularly social science
subjects. Rest found it difficult or less user-friendly.

Above all, not all subjects can be taught online as
the Survey pointed out that teaching science subjects
can be deeply problematic for both teachers and
students via online mode. Most importantly, apart from
citing the ‘language’ problem of teaching online, the
Survey also pointed out that how to teach deaf, dumb
and blind ‘Divyang-jan’ (PWDs) students digitally will
also going be a big challenge for both the stakeholders
and government for ensuring ‘holistic-inclusive-
accessible-affordable-equitable’education.

Issue of ‘Digital Toxification’ and E-
learning

Another equally important issue inherent in the
quest for digital learning is the issue of ‘digital
toxification’, which is the root of growing cases of
juvenile delinquency, child crimes etc as well as health
related issues like eye problems, obesity, spondylitis
etc and mental health related problems like depression,
‘attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder’ (ADHD)
etc amongst kids, adolescents and adults, literally
‘drowned’ in the proverbial deluge of their 24x7
‘digital zindegi’.

Today, a child is exposed to ‘digital toxification” at
a very early stage in his or her growing up process,
thanks to both parental and societal obsession cum
pressure to have so-called ‘smart-kids’ to showcase
as akin to ‘show pieces’ to create ‘shock and awe’

reactions from people in our neighbourhood, in school
events etc. As a result, we are witnessing today ‘loss
of innocence’ at an early age, ‘loss of creativity’,
‘loss of fellow-feelings’, ‘loss of sensitivity’ and above
all, ‘loss of humanitarian empathy’ amongst the
students, adults etc addicted or ‘drugged’ in the ‘smart
opium’ called ‘digital toxification !

This is the bitter truth but the hard reality in today’s
‘digital era’. Hence, the imperative of ‘e-learning’ must
also have an in-built mechanism to ‘educate’ the users
about the equally imperative issue of ‘digital
detoxification’ or ‘digital detox’ as a ‘must have’ to
protect its users viz. teachers, students, parents etc
from the hazards of ‘digital toxification’, while imparting
‘learning online’.

Recently, the Ministry of Education, Government
of India issued a ‘digital learning guidelines’ called
‘Pragyata’to fix a minimal time frame in a day for
rendering ‘e-learning’ to the students of all the public
and private educational institutions in India. It calls for
effective monitoring of its implementation by all the
stakeholders.

PM Narendra Modi, while addressing the state
education ministers of India recently on the new
‘National Education Policy’ (NEP, 2020), also talked
about minimising the problem of ‘digital toxification’
as well as his push for having an inclusive, equitable,
affordable and accessible pan-India ‘e-infrastructure’
under the flagship program of ‘Digital India’ in near
future.

Internet and Electricity Accessibility in
India

Now, let’s look at the digital and electric networks
in India. As per www.statista.com in 2019 all-India
internet penetration is only 36% and 38% in India and
Assam (including NE states) respectively, which means
people having high speed broadband connectivity will
be even much less than that. Again 24x7 electricity is
a must for accessing the internet but except Gujarat,
no other states and UTs in India have that today though
as per World Bank dataabout 95% of India’s
population has access to electricity in 2018 but said
nothing on the ‘quality’of it. Teaching community
and students in Assam bears its best testimony



today with online classes, webinars etc getting
disconnected due to frequent load-sheddings,
apart from poor internet connectivity on both
ends, badly affecting delivery, quality, attendance,
interest etc of e-learning and e-learners.

Though India enacted the Information Technology
(IT) Act way back in the year 2000, push for building
digital infrastructure under ‘Bharat Net” was on a very
slow pace till PM Narendra Modi launched ‘Digital
India’ in July, 2015 with the motto ‘power to empower’
to fast pace it. According to the CII-KPMG Report
of February, 2020 - an affordable and pan-India
covered ‘optical fiber network” (OFN) is the backbone
of India’s fast growing ‘digital economy’ and ‘digital
education’ as the linchpin to the implementation of
‘National Digital Communications Policy’ (NDCP),
2018.

Digital Learning and new National
Education Policy : Quo Vadis ?

As the new National Education Policy (NEP),
2020 also endeavours for ‘holistic — inclusive-
accessible-affordable-equitable’education - the
importance and imperative of ‘e-learning’ via e-
platforms, tv, radio, mobile apps like the DIKSHA,
NROER, E-vidya, Vidyadan, E-pathshala,
SWAYAM, MOOCs, Swayamprabha, ‘Biswa
Vidya’, ‘Biswa Vidya Assam’ YouTube Channel etc
have increased manifolds as an integral or indispensable
part of futuristic ‘blended education’ under which
30% of all classroom learning to be imparted digitally
or online. Big challenge will be to implement it ensuring
‘digital equity’. Community Radio (HAM/FM etc),
being affordable, non-electrical and with all pervasive
in access, can greatly help in ensuring continuous
learning as empirically demonstrated in the most
backward countries of Africa like Sierra-leone during
the recent Ebola epidemic. Our own experiences in
learning during Covid era, can also be great help to
transform the new ‘NEP into a ‘pandemic proof’,
future ready yet actionable education policy for the
‘New India’ that has now emerged as the world’s
‘Knowledge Superpower’.

the stakeholders are tech-savvy being the new or recent
‘digital migrants’. So, without proper training in
transforming each of them from being ‘literate’ to ‘e-
literate’ - all our efforts for ‘e-learning’ are going to
fail. The Education Ministry has recently launched an
integrated teacher training programme called
‘NISHTHA’ to train over 4.2 million teachers at
elementary level for the ‘capacity building’ for digital
learning enabling usages of popular e-learning platforms/
apps like ‘Google Classroom’, ‘Google Meet’, Zoom
etc. with ease.. In the same way, ‘Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya National Mission for Teachers and Training’
(PMMM-NMTT) needs to be re-oriented, apart from
conducting Faculty Development Programs (FDPs), for
training of faculties of colleges and universities for
effective ‘e-learning’. Because, ‘trianing the trainers’
for effective e-learning delivery is a must to be followed
by ‘training the recepients/students’to receive or use
it rightly.

Whither ‘Guru-Shishya Parampara’ in ‘E-
learning’ era ?

Though there can be no second opinion on the
indispensability of digital learning not just during the
present Covid crises but as an ‘idea whose time has
come’, one thing we all must remember that learning
is not a mechanical process in feeding the minds of the
students with lots of information alone in the name of
imparting “education”. Distinguishing between
‘education’ and ‘information’, Swami Vivekananda
observed, “..If education is identical with
information, the libraries are the greatest sages in
the world, and encyclopaedias
Rishis...”(CWSV : V3, P302).

Today, when one can get all information on almost

are the

anything just by ‘Googling’, why then the Government
thinks or we all want a good teacher ? Because, the
teacher’s role is to act as the ‘friend-philosopher
and guide’ of the students, he/she teaches or mentors.
It is the teacher, his teaching, his emotional cum
psychological bonding with students and overall
pedagogy cum environment of the educational institution

that shapes and transforms the students, not just only i
applying the technology to impart online classes alone. &
As eminent scientist and ‘Bharat Ratna’Prof CNR
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Let’s also keep in mind while strategizing on
effective execution of ‘e-learning’ in India that not all



Rao has rightly observed that human interface for
good communication with the students is a must
and e-learning tools can’t replace a good, trained
teacher in inspiring the young minds of students.

The goal of education as Swami Vivekananda said,
must be ‘life-building, man-making, character-
making assimilation of ideas.’ and ‘not the amount
of information that is put into your brain and runs
riot there, undigested, all your life.” (CWSV : V3,
P302).True education must ensure ‘man making —
nationa building’ — the strongest foundation for
making an inclusively developed and resilient
‘Aatmanirbhar ’New India’ of our dream.But bymere
e-learning alone, without infusing life-values amongst
students, we will only end up in creating a generation
that knows the ‘price’of everything but the ‘value’of
nothing — self-destructive for our beloved nation with
world’s oldest ‘living’ civilisation.

Above all, exclusive use and emphasis only on ‘e-
learning” will surely lead to causing irreparable damages
in the existing but already volatile ‘Guru-Shishya
Parampara’(teacher-students’ relations) - turning it
from the ideal natural/organic to an artificial/
mechanical solidarity without having mutual empathy,
trust, love, respect etc. towards each other. Alarming
scenario, isn’t it ?

Quest for Effective E-learning in India
and Assam

Both off-line (classroom) learning and online/e-
learning has its inherent limitations. A good teacher
in theoff-line modecan become a bad teacher inonline
mode or vice-versa. Same can happen with a student
also. Hence, we need a judicious blending of both
under the ‘flipped classroom’ or ‘blended teaching’

for students by the teachers in our educational
institutions. Emphasis must be equally laid for having
reusable ‘Smartphone Banks’ in our learning centres
with the help of Government, NGOs, PSUs/Corporates
(utilising its CSR funds) etc for providing them to poor
students on loan with sufficient ‘data packs’ to avail
‘e-learning’ during an academic season/semester as
well as building a deep penetrating wide network of
‘Community Radio Hubs’ with strong frequency
signal by the government for airing important ‘learning
lessons’ to the students, especially those living in remote
areas without internet and electricity connectivity.
Radio, with its widest coverage and affordability, can
become the proverbial ‘game changer’ in mitigating
the still largely unbridegeable ‘digital divide’in India
and Assam. ‘On Air’ Radio classes by well trained
teachers for students at all levels, can, thus be of
immense help for all poor students, who could not
afford costly ‘smartphones’ for e-learning.

Concluding Observations

To conclude, without first resolving all the above
mentioned issues or ‘problem areas’ pertaining to e-
learning plus ‘training the trainers’ i.e. teachers for
online learning as well as ‘training the students/
recepients’and without first ensuring ‘capacity
building’ of teachers, students etc in enhancing the
effectiveness of both online cum off-line (classroom)
effective teaching delivery in India or for that matter
across the globe - all ‘big talks’ either by the
government or by some so-called intellectuals etc -
blazoning digital, online or e-learning as the great
‘paradigm shift’ can or will actually turn out to be the
equally great ‘paradise lost’ for both the teaching
community as well as for the students in near future. B
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National Education Policy, 2020 :
A way forward

B Dr. Rashmi Mili
Asstt. Prof., Deptt. of Education

Introduction

Every nation should have a well defined educational policy, plan and programme of work for
its development. For the overall development of a country the educational system should be
properly and systematically planned. The education system that was prevailing in India before
independence did not fulfill the needs, aspirations and cultural ethos of the people. Hence, post
independence national policies of education were framed, which marked a significant step in the
history of Indian education. Education being the most powerful instrument of social change and E
national development necessarily demands such policies to be framed.
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Historical background

National Education Policy is a - . .
comprehensive framework to guide N d h ona I Ed uca h on P GI “:.1-"

the development of education in the 2[]2[]

country. The need for a new

education policy usually comes along .
every few decades. The need for N

such a policy was first felt in 1968, ‘n
as there was a lack of vision and %

philosophy of education at that time. r“‘ N - ,ﬁ:J‘ 1
Based on the suggestions of various g O o "\.3__9» |
commissions, the parliament passed %

the first education policy in 1968. But ' i&m

with advancement in almost all the

fields the system of education

remained almost on the same level. Hence another national education policy was passed in the year 1986 and
was revised in 1992, which emphasized on a national system of education, three-language formula, a national
curriculum, ensuring equality of educational opportunities, education of women and children of scheduled caste
and tribes and other weaker sections of the society, importance of vocational and technical education, autonomy
of colleges etc. The 1986 education policy could bring about significant changes in the field of Indian education,
but it also had its own lacuna in certain aspects of education, which naturally demands for periodic reconstructions
of the education policies from time to time.

National Education Policy, 2020

The new education policy approved by the union cabinet on 29" July, 2020 replaces the 34 year old national
policy on education framed in 1986 and is aimed at paving the way for reforms in school and higher education
systems to make India a global knowledge superpower. The vision of the new policy is to create an India-
centered education system that contributes directly to transforming our nation sustainably into an equitable and
vibrant knowledge society, by providing high quality education to all. The policy focuses on strengthening Indian
knowledge system, language, cultural awareness and values, promoting traditional art etc. The cabinet has also
accepted the proposal of changing the name of MHRD to Ministry of Education.

The recommendations of the New Education Policy have the following key aspects:
1. School Education

¢ The new policy aims for universalization of education from pre-school to secondary level with 100
% gross enrolment ratio in school education by 2030.

e [t aims to achieve universal provisioning of quality early childhood development, care and education
by 2030, to ensure that all children entering Grade 1 are school ready.

e For universal access to Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the Anganwadi Centres
will be strengthened with high quality infrastructure, play equipment and well-trained Anganwadi
workers/teachers. Every Anganwadi must have a well-ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly and
well-constructed building with an enriched learning environment. Funds for this programme will be
provided by the Central and State governments

e The very highest priority of the education system will be to achieve universal foundational
literacy and numeracy in primary school and beyond by 2025.



¢ The policy recommends that wherever possible the medium of instruction until at least Grade
5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will be mother tongue, local language or regional
language. It is well-understood that young children learn and grasp non-trivial concepts more
quickly in their home language/mother tongue.

e Regarding curricular and pedagogical structure, more focus will be on holistic development of
learners equipped with 21% century skills, greater focus on experiential learning, students will have
increased flexibility and choice of subjects. The curricular and pedagogical structure and the
curricular framework for school education will be guided by a 5 + 3 + 3 + 4 design, consisting of
the Foundational (3 years of preschool + Grades 1-2), Preparatory (Grades 3-5), Middle (Grades
6-8), and High school (Grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e. 9 and 10 in the first and 11 and 12 in the
second) stages respectively, with an option of exiting at Class 10 and re-entering in the next phase

¢ Regarding assessment reforms, examination will be conducted for all students in Grades 3, 5
and 8 by appropriate authority. More focus will be given on knowledge application.

¢ There will be no rigid separation between arts and sciences, curricular and extra-curricular activities,
vocational and academic streams.

2. Higher Education

e The undergraduate degree will be of either 3-or 4-year duration, with multiple exit options within
this period, with appropriate certifications. The 4-year programme may also lead to a degree ‘with
research’. A student can obtain a diploma after completing 1 year, or an advanced diploma in a
discipline or field (including vocational and professional areas) after completing 2 years of study
or obtain a Bachelors degree after a 3-year programme. For this purpose, there shall be an Academic
Bank of Credit (ABC) which could digitally store the academic credits earned from various
recognized Higher Education Institutions so that the degrees from an HEI can be awarded taking
into account credits earned.

¢ In order to focus on research and promote research culture in all HEIs in an interrelated and
coordinated fashion, there shall be a National Research Foundation (NRF) which would bring a
quantum jump in funding and support for research.

e The policy aims to make all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) multidisciplinary by 2040.

e The policy also aims to establish Higher Education Commission(HECI), which will act as the
supreme body for all higher education excluding legal and medical education.

e The NEP also recommends that all higher education institutions (HEIs) will gradually move towards
full autonomy- academic, administrative and financial.

3. Teacher Education

® The 4-year integrated B.Ed. programme will become the minimal degree qualification for school
teachers by 2030.

e FEach Higher Education Institutions offering the 4-year integrated B.Ed. may also design a 2-year
B.Ed. on its campus, for outstanding students who have already received a Bachelor’s degree in
a specialized subject and wish to pursue teaching.

e Scholarships for meritorious students will be established for the purpose of attracting outstanding
candidates to both the 4-year and 2-year B.Ed. programmes.

e NCTE in consultation with NCERT will formulate a new and comprehensive National Curriculum
Framework for teacher education.

4. Vocational Education 1o

e By 2025, at least 50% of learners through the school and higher education system shall have
exposure to vocational education. Vocational Education to be started from class 6 with internships.
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S. Adult Education
e This policy aims to achieve 100% youth and adult literacy by 2030.
6. Financing Education
e In order to attain the goal of world-class education in India, and the corresponding multitude of
benefits to the Nation and its economy, this Policy envisions an increase in public investment in
education - by both the Central government and all State Governments - to reach 6% of GDP at
the earliest, and reach 20% of all public expenditure over a 10-year period.
e The policy also focuses on setting up a Gender Inclusion Fund and Special Education Zones for
disadvantaged regions and groups.

An appraisal of the New Education Policy :

The new policy aims at equipping Indian students with necessary 21* century skills and knowledge such
as critical thinking, creativity, scientific temper, problem solving and digital literacy. But for successful implementation
of any policy requires proper preparation and review, proper coordination and cooperation between the centre
and states, an increase in budgetary allocations and regulatory reforms. Since education is a concurrent subject
(both the centre and the state government can make laws on it), the reforms proposed can only be implemented
collaboratively by the centre and the state. Since India has a diversified socio-economic condition, a common
yardstick is not applicable to every state mainly at the primary and secondary levels of education.

The new policy addresses the gap in the Early Childhood Care and Education programme as the current
curriculum has been unable to meet the school readiness requirements of children. The policy proposes to
include ECCE as part of the foundational courses. However, there needs to be more clarity on resource
allocation to make this programme a success. The report also makes recommendations for the integration of
co-curricular as well as vocational courses into the curriculum itself which is a remarkable step. By removing
the separation between vocational and academic streams, all students will be exposed to different careers and
would be kept abreast of the evolving world of employment. Renewed importance given to mother tongue is
another important aspect of this report. The new policy encourages the use of home language as the medium
of instruction till at least grade 5. But in a multi-lingual country like India, problems might arise for those students
whose home language is different from the medium of instruction in school. Although the policy has suggested
for a bilingual approach by the teacher, it may not be convenient and fruitful in every situation. Another issue
with the policy is that if too much focus is given on local and regional languages, English will take a back seat.
In this age of modernization and globalization, it is equally important for the youths to have a proper grasp of
the English language. The policy also proposes improvement of infrastructural facilities of schools. However,
clarity on how these initiatives would be financially backed is lacking in the policy. The policy should also focus
on training a good number of quality teachers; otherwise the vision of making Indian education system capable
of meeting 21* century skills will remain only on paper.

Conclusion : The NEP is a ray of hope to modern Indian education since it provides a broad framework.
The results of the policy may be judged only after a few years of its implementation. The need of the hour
is its proper implementation, rather than to praise or criticize it. B
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The White Light
Emitting Diodes

B Dr. Jnanendra Upadhyay
Assistant Prof., Deptt. of Physics

l ED is a solid-state (P-N junction diode) light
source that has replaced incandescent lamps in
most of the day to day applications recently.

LEDs create light by electroluminescence in a semi-

conductor material. Electroluminescence is the phe-

nomenon of a material emitting light when an electric
current or an electric field is passed through it - this
happens when electrons are sent through the material
and fill electron holes. An electron-hole exists where
an atom lacks electrons (negatively charged) and there-
fore has a positive charge. Semiconductor materials
like germanium or silicon can be "doped" to create and
control the number of electrons and holes. Doping is
the process of the addition of other elements to the
semiconductor material to tune its properties. By dop-
ing a semiconductor we can make two separate types
of semiconductors (N-type and P-type) in the same
crystal. The boundary between the two types is called

a P-N junction. LEDs are made from multiple layers

of semiconductor sandwiched together, one with an

excess of electrons and the next with an excess of
positively charged holes. Applying a voltage to the
device drives the electrons and holes together into the

“filling layer”, where they combine to emit light (Figure

1). The colour of this light depends on the semiconduc-

tor material used (Figure 2). Red LEDs, for instance,

are made from gallium arsenide crystals.
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Figure 1 : Electron-hole recombination process to produce light
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Figure 2: Emission of light of different colours from different

semiconductors.

LEDs, as we know them, were invented in the
late 1950s, but only came in red colour. Green fol-
lowed later and was fine for indicator lights and digital

watches. Since red and green diodes had been around &

for a long time but without blue light, white lamps tg
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could not be created. Despite consid-
erable efforts, both in the scientific
community and in industry, the blue
LED had remained a challenge for
three decades.

The key to producing white light
was to make a blue LED and shine
its light through a thin layer of yel-
low-emitting phosphor. This combina-
tion of yellow and blue makes white

light much more efficiently than in-

Figure 3: Efficiency comparison of different light sources.

candescent bulbs. But blue LEDs had
stymied researchers until the Nobel trio (Professors
Isamu Akasaki, Meijo University, Nagoya, Japan and
Nagoya University, Japan; Hiroshi Amano, Nagoya
University, Japan; and Shuji Nakamura, University of
California, Santa Barbara, CA, USA) made their break-
through in the late 1980s. It is already realized that
gallium nitride with a smattering of indium had the
perfect quantum properties to emit blue light. But no
one was able to make a semiconductor sandwich with
a gallium nitride filling. That's because the crystal struc-
ture of the gallium nitride needs to match that of the
surrounding layers to prevent defects from forming
that wreck the light-emitting properties.

In 1986, Akasaki and Amano succeeded in finding
a match. Their trick was to add an extra layer to the
sandwich. They grew their gallium nitride on top of a
sapphire covered with a layer of aluminium nitride.
Meanwhile, Nakamura found his way to create a gal-
lium nitride crystal by growing a thin layer at low tem-
peratures, then subsequent layers at higher tempera-
tures. Their inventions were revolutionary and the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences has decided to award
the Nobel Prize in Physics for the year 2014 to them.
In its citation, the Nobel committee declared: “Incan-
descent light bulbs lit the 20th century; the 21st cen-

References :

tury will be lit by LED lamps.”

White LED lamps to emit a bright white light are
long-lasting and energy-efficient. They are constantly
improved, getting more efficient with higher luminous
flux (measured in lumen) per unit electrical input
power (measured in watt) (Figure 2). As about
onefourth of world electricity consumption is used for
lighting purposes, the LEDs contribute to saving the
Earth's resources. Materials consumption is also di-
minished as LEDs last up to 100,000 hours, compared
to 1,000 for incandescent bulbs and 10,000 hours for
fluorescent lights.

Of course, LED has several advantages but the
major concern is that the use of excess LED will
worsen excess artificial light at night. Air scatters blue
light more than other colors, making the night sky so
bright it washes out the stars. Blue light can also sup-
press melatonin production in humans and animals,
affecting sleep and behavior. The tiny LEDs on the
edges of a lamp point outward to spread light across
the street, creating glare for pedestrians and drivers.
Therefore the challenge is to balance the trade-offs
between energy efficiency and environmental impact
before the roll-out of LEDs outdoors gets any
bigger. B

1. https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/physics/2014/summary/



“Assam — A Herbal Paradise”

B Rinti Roy
(Assistant Prof., Deptt. of Botany)
B Rakesh Kalita & Mustafizar Rahman
( B.Sc 5™ sem, Deptt. of Botany)

To relieve its kind from physical agony and distress
humans have used plant parts and its extracts from
various species, for ages. Since the time immemorial,
the extraordinary amelioration power of traditional
herbal medicines have been realized and been
documented ever since Atharvaveda. India, being a
country inhabited by an enormous number of diverse
ethnic groups, depends greatly on indigenous system
of traditional medicine. The oral tradition has helped
this knowledge of aboriginal herbal medicine to be
passed on for generations and been practised by
traditional healers for ages. As per various studies it is
estimated that about 2,500 plant species have been
utilised by traditional healers in India. But this number
seems to be merely a rough estimate and it would
fluctuate with the advancement of more ethnobotanical
studies and research in future. Infact many renowned
scientists have already mentioned about the tribal
dominated tracts of Northeast India as the store house
of knowledge about the multiple uses of plants (R.K.
Arora,1981). Various studies have revealed that there
are about 1,350 species of plants in Northeast India
which are being used for ethno-medicinal preparations,
of which 665 species are of food plants and 899 species
with miscellaneous uses (B.K Dutta and P.K Dutta,
2005). Various traditional communities that are surviving
for years in this unique phytogeographical region of
Northeast India, have built a precious knowledge -
base about the uses of various available bio-resources
of this region. As per an estimate, the total market
value of medicinal plants/ herbs from Northeast India

alone, that are traded out runs upto Rs 150cr per year(
NEDFI, 2006 ).

The mystical land of Ahoms, Assam, being the heart
of Northeast India, harbours a rich and lavish diversity
of flora as well as fauna. This peerless land of luxuriant
biodiversity also serves as a reservoir of traditional herbal
medicinal knowledge, preserved by its diverse population.
Hidden from the vast world of phytochemical science
and research, the locals and tribals of the land of the
red river, utilises the magic of indigenous medicinal plants,
most being native to it. Various ethnobotanical studies
have also revealed that Assam, being a store house of
precious and valuable heritage of herbal remedies, houses
many endemic and globally threatened flora. Most of
the plants which are used for their medicinal properties,
found in various part of the state of Assam belongs to
the families Malvaceae, Papilionaceae, Sterculiaceae,
Mimosaceae, Amaranthaceae, Rutaceae (Debosree
Ghosh, Pratap Parida, 2015). The intrinsic relationship
of local communities of the state with forest and its
phytoresources is vividly depicted in their rich culture
and tradition. One such astonishing culture can be seen
during Bohag Bihu or Rongali Bihu in Assam, where
an herbal recipe is traditionally prepared with 101
different herbs. As per another ethnobotanical research,
done on traditional use of medicinal plants by the Jaintiya
tribes of North Cachar Hills district of Assam it was
revealed that this tribe alone uses about 39 medicinal
plants belonging to 27 families which are used for 30
different types of ailments (Albert L. Sajem, Kuldip
Gosai, 2006).
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Few of the local medicinal plants of Assam along with their traditional medicinal uses are listed below-

SI. No. | Scientific name Common name Medicinal uses

1. Amaranthus spinosus Hati khutura Used for bleeding, queen of
calcium

2. Alocasia macrorrhiza Bor kochu To treat knee joint pain

3. Colocasia esculenta Kolakochu Treat piles, tonsillitis

4, Enydra fluctuans Helechi To treat ringworm

5. Aloe vera Sal kuwori To treat skin disorder, jaundice

6. Boerhavia diffusa Punar nava Promote urination, asthma

7. Cardiospermum halicacabum Kopal futa lota To treat rat and snack poisoning,
scrotal enlargement

8. Ricinus communis Era gos Menstrual cramps, backache,
muscleache.

9. Paederia foetida Bhedai lota Diarrhea, dysentery, intestinal
disorder

10. Bryophyllum pinnatum Dupor tenga Treatment of bruises, boils,
insects bites.

11. Mirabilis jalapa Godhuli gopal Flow of urine, boils, earache

12. Ocimum basilicum Bor tulosi Fever, stomach problems,
repeated miscarriage

13. Eryngium foetidium Bramha dhaniya Hypertension, fever, infertility
complication

14. Mimosa pudica Lajuki lota Dysentery, piles, difficult
menses.

15. Melastoma malabathricum Futu kola Small pox, ulcers, dysentery.

16. Litsea salicifolia Dighloti To treat irritation of bladder and
urethra.

17. Murraya koenigii Norosingha Leprosy, skin diseases,
leucoderma, inflammation

18. Oxalis corniculta Soru tengeshi Scurvy, jaundice

19 Vitex negundo Posotiya Sprain, asthma, toothache, ulcers,
abdominal gas

20. Leucas aspera Bonphuk Crude leaf extract to cure boils.

( Sources : “Tradable Bioresources of Assam’ by Dr. Oinam Sunanda Devi )




A good amount of medicinal plants used by the
locals and tribals are yet to be studied and explored
in Assam. Most of them are yet hidden to the world
of research and phytochemical science, with
unrevealed potential phytochemicals that might have
promising pharmacological properties. So, here comes
the need of extensive researches which are yet to be

done in this direction along with the need for
biodiversity conservation. May be some astound
miracle drug formulations are hidden in these
traditional herbal medicinal system and among this
indigenous plants of the state, which one day might
make Assam a lodestar in the field of medicinal and
pharmaceutical sciences. B

References :
1. R.K Arora, 1981, Native food plants of North Eastern tribals. In glimpses of Indian Ethnobotany. 91, 106,
1981

2. B.K. Dutta and P.K Dutta, Potential of ethnobotanical studies in North East India : An overview;
Indian Journal of Traditional Knowledge, 4 (1), p.p 7-14, January 2005.

3. The Northeast Zingiberaceace Resource Centre — [IT Guwahati.

4. Debosree Ghosh, Pratap Parida, Medicinal Plants of Assam, India : A mini review; Indian Journal of
Pharmacology and Pharmaceutical sciences, 2015, Vol: 2, Issue 6, 5-10.

5. Albert L. Sajem and Kuldip Gosai, Traditional use of medicinal plants by the Jaintia Tribes in North
Cachar Hills district of Assam, northeast India, Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine, 2(1), 1-7,
2006; 2:33.

6. Book "TRADABLE BIORESOURCES OF ASSAM" by Dr. Oinam Sunanda Devi; Assam State
Biodiversity Board.

e et TRifwierEe AT A9 ¢ 8b AT T + U



|4

GEAN 3

THE HOUSEHUSBAND

H Arnab Jyoti Mahanta

B.A. 3" Sem., Deptt. of English

A middle class Indian household. The first scene
lets us have a look at a rather decent living room. On
the windows there are beautiful frilly curtains

The hall is adorned by the brightest of lamps and
the entirety of the scene just looks neat. There are
carpets on the floor, leather sofas, glass table, Italian
marble on the floor. As if the room has been tidied up
to receive a guest, as they do in typical Indian homes.

However, in this very familiar atmosphere we
encounter a phenomenon that many might consider
hot so familiar”. A man, fully dressed and armed in the
weapons of a homemaker enters the hall.

Enter Zubeen : (while dusting a few props in the
room) Huff! How does someone expect just one wom...
ahhh umm I mean MAN! to run the entire house? I
keep working day and night, feeding the kids, doing
the laundry, cleaning the house, only to hear how I'm
not as handsome as handsome as I used to be when
Jyoti had laid eyes on me! ? Only if (moves towards
the glass table as he starts setting up the tablecloth )
... Only if I were a..... Woman (sighs)

{The lights dim, and the limelight is thrown at
Zubeen as he starts talking to the audience. }

Yes, I am what people call, a househusband. What
else would I be in this society plagued by females ?
Generations of men have fallen behind, considered
weak, only good for physical work, disguised under
the hood of compliments even our strengths have been
used against us. But this won’t be the case anymore
because I’ve got permission from my wife to hold a
kitty party with my ‘sahelis’ !

But little does she know (leans in, as if to tell a
secret) we’re planning a rebellion! We’re going to
overthrow matriarchy!

{Bell rings, the lights come on and the limelight is
removed. }

Nilamani : Zubeen! My brother! It’s time for Men
to save this God forsaken world!

Zubeen : (runs towards the door, opens it and
starts yelling) DONT BE SO LOUD DUMBASS!

Nilamani : Aren’t you doing the exact same thing?

Zubeen : God, (embarrassed, waits for a moment,
then looks both ways to check if anyone has heard
them) even the walls have ears Nil!! You need to be
discreet....

Nilamani : But I'm outside? Right?

Zubeen : (embarrassed again but trying to hide
the fact) well, brother, let us not waste our time and
start our ‘Round table conference’ (in a grand tone)

{They walk into the living room and just when
they’re about to settle down, they hear another ring}

Zubeen : That must be our comrade, lemme get
him at once. (He runs excited and opens the door)

Raj : Hello!

Zubeen : Hello brother!

Raj : How’s your wife?

Zubeen : She’s good, anyways...

(Just as Zubeen is about to speak, he’s interrupted
by Nilamani’s voice)

Nilamani : Zubeen!

Zubeen : Yes?

Nilamani : Can I ask you something?

Zubeen : As long as it’s not stupid (walks towards
the sofa with Raj accompanying him as they’re occupied
by Nilamani’s words, they don’t notice that the door
has been left open)

Nilamani : You said this was gonna be a Round
Table Conference?



Zubeen : Yes, why? Raj : I wish sometimes God had blessed me with

Nilamani : But, this table isn’t exactly round? your level of ignorance, maybe we could’ve vibe
Why is it rectangular? together really well...
Zubeen : (shook by the intensity of Nilamani’s Zubeen : (loudly) is anyone even a bit interested
questions) well.... in hearing my plan!?
Nilamani : (interrupting Zubeen) This shall be (Seeing her husband and his friends absurdity Jyoti
couldn’t help but let out a little laugh which alerts them)

Nilamani : Who’s there?

Raj : What was that noise?

Jyoti : meow

Zubeen : Must’ve been a cat, they’ve been a

called The rectangular Table Conference!
Raj : over tea and biscuits hehe
Zubeen : (clearly irritated) okay! This will be the
Rectangular Table Conference over tea and biscuits!!!!
(The three take their places)

Dear Comrade! I don’t need to tell you or remind major pain in the back lately. Well let me tell you the

you why we are here... It is time, for us men to take pl'an now! (Smirks) first we make an example of our
wives.

Raj : How?

Zubeen : We’ll have to do something that humiliates
them so that they lose their reputation in public and we

what’s rightfully ours! To overthrow matriarchy and
establish our superiority! No more cooking and cleaning!
We’re proving that we’re no less than women. We

will become the ‘Woman of the house!”’ be th N hem f di
Raj : Bravo! With this determination even the get o be the ones who save t.em rom utter disgrace
, . and eventually get more authority over them. Then we’ll
heavens can’t stop us from superiority!
] ) ) slowly use our manly charms to move the ladder.
Nilamani : yes! But how are we planning to ] ,
. Jyoti : (to herself) The plan doesn’t make much
overthrow matriarchy? . . .
L sense but if left unchecked he might end up causing
Zubeen : well of course....by tapping into our . e e .
. nhood! some serious trouble with his trio (picks up a metal
fnerm ] 00 - _ ) pipe laying on the street) I must beat the devil out of
(Raj and Nilamani don’t seem very convince) hi .
: ) _ is dumb brain.
Raj : Yes I do get what you're saying but how {As Zubeen continues to dive deeper into his

are we going to start the rebellion with just the three hopelessly tragic plan and the other two are equally

? ? C . .
of us? Do we even have an actual plan’ occupied in his baseless dreams of a patriarchal society,

(Meanwhile Zubeen’s wife Jyoti has come back  yy i (akes their dreamily state as a chance to sneak

from work and is about to enter the house when she i, and get close to Zubeen. She hides behind the sofa

noticed that the door is open. She decides to goinbut 7, been is sitting on. }
Jyoti : (from behind the sofa) AND? YOU WILL?

Zubeen : (not paying attention to who’s saying

stops when she hears what the men have been talking
about and decides to eavesdrop).

Jyoti : (to herself) Rebellion! Matriarchy? What
has gotten into my stupid husband’s head? I had made

the lines but answers them anyways) and we’ll have
total control over the society! Establishing total...

it clear to him to clean up his party or whatever before
I am back (leaning in a bit) well, this seems kind of
interesting. I might as well enjoy it a bit...

Zubeen : I know what I’'m doing; we’ll start the
cleansing from our homes....

Nilamani : like...by cleaning the dishes?

Raj : Ram re Ram, I shall die!

Nilamani : why?

Jyoti : PATRIARCHY?
Zubeen : (finally turns around to see who’s there

and gets shocked) jy...0o0...ttt...ii? Why are you here?

Jyoti : why? Am I supposed to be dead?
Zubeen: No its just...umm you’re early!
Jyoti : I’ve had enough of you! (Brings out the B

rod (pipe) I'1l be teaching you what happens when you
don’t listen to your wife!

wiEre ot TRieTEe AR Aok 4 86 AT AT 4+ 4D



Zubeen : Have mercy! Aahh.....no!

{the mess they’ve got themselves into, Raj and
Nilamani ran away unnoticed since the couple were
busy in their drama.} Matriarchy right here right now.
(He looks around and they’re nowhere to be seen.)

Raj? Nil? Those bastards! Ahh.... Ugh!

{The beating gets even more severe, the lights go
dim, but the moaning and yelling doesn’t stop. When
the lights are back the scene seems to have shifted
from the living room to a bedroom. Lying on the bed
there’s Zubeen who does not realize he had been
blabbering in his sleep.}

Jyoti : What’s happened!? (Runs towards
Zubeen’s bed)

Zubeen ji ? Are you okay? Did you have a bad
dream?

Zubeen : Ah! Uhh! Not there please! Not on my
manhood!! (Jyoti tries to wake him up and he finally
opens his eyes)

(terrified) Jyoti! Please forgive me, I’ll be a good
husband I’ll never do anything that brings you pain!

Jyoti: What are you talking about? I'm afraid
I’'m lost.

Zubeen: Wait, aren’t you punishing me?

Jyoti: Why would I do punish the bread earner of

the house?

Zubeen: Did I overthrow Matriarchy!? (Overjoyed)

Jyoti: What? I am lost?

Zubeen: (Looks around and finally understood
the situation he’s in, and realizes everything he’d been
seeing was all just a dream) Oh God! (To him) what
did I drink last night!

Jyoti: Must’ve been the ‘votka’?

Zubeen: Vodka you mean?

Jyoti: Well, whatever, I’ll bring chai and to do the
dishes too...then get the Tiffin ready. Get dressed Mr.
Zubeen you’ve to leave for work! Uff only if there
were someone in this house that would lend me a
hand!

Zubeen: If you don’t mind, let me help you out
with the dishes (having his head high but a little redness
can be seen on his cheeks)

Jyoti: What do you mean, you? Dishes? (Clearly
shocked)

Zubeen: well, yes, let the Man of the house help
the Woman of the house once in a while.... (To himself)
After all is said and done, this dream... Uhm perhaps
this simulation has helped me understand the labours
I’ve put my wife through. And if there is a way to
atone for that instead of taking a severe beating?
Mm...I don’t think I'll mind being a househusband now
and then. m
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The Emblem of the College

The blooming lotus in the centre of the emblem stands for spreading
of quality and excellence in education. The strands of paddy encir-
cling the lotus stands for prosperity and happiness— indicating what
the economic base of the region should be. In between the two is
engraved the name and motto of the college. The motto— "Tamaso Ma
Jyotirgamaya" means— ‘lead us from darkness to light’. It reminds all
of the enlightenment to be achieved to lead a successful life.
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Proffering light in the gloom,

Tendering courage in the doom,

You're the rudder to our ship.

Lighting up the flame of knowledge;
Confering our life's address,

You sparked off our spirit.

Eliminating the darkness;

Removing the ignorance,

You taught us how to stride.

With gratitude our heart shall mutter,
"You're always honored. You're forever great."
Beseeming the liberator of knowledge,

We shall brighten up the planet;

Becoming the pillars of knowledge,

We shall make you proud.

Pondering of your farewell, breaks our heart,
Time is cruel, for none shall it halt.

Today bidding adieu, you'll be apart

But believe me you live deep in our heart.
Alas! I haven't much to offer

I lack my vocabulary, my diction,

However I offer you my deep devotion. O




A mind game of Cancer

® Dhritismita Das
B.Sc. 3" Sem.

A girl in Rome
She loved to comb,
She had beautiful hair

Which she adored more.

A sudden storm came in her life

But she promised herself to be alive,
Saw bones detected cancer in her
But its not the time for her to shatter.

She had unbearable pain
In the bones,
Unintentional weight loss
And swollen lymph nodes.

Cancerous cells divides rapidly more
Death came knocking to her door
But, she didn't care anymore.

Leukemia tried to eat her life

But, later she was ready to eat leukemia's life,
Doctor suggested chemotherapy

But it became a life therapy.

The hair she loved

They shed off when she touched,

Her hair weren't anymore

But she fought twice faster than before.

She didn't know that beautiful Catharanthus roseus
Would be the source of saving her life,

Vincristine and Vimblastine

Would save her life.

She won her life back

Now her life cann't be hacked, ,?_
A beautiful rain wash the sky clean T
A beautiful new day begin. 0 tg
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The river flows, never stop.
The time blows, never wait. i —
Oh! that face so innocent but lies 5 = M =
And that attractive face deceives mercilessly.
Outer beauty ruins, eternal is the inner one,

. (.\9'5”2:31 IQSQ ﬂl@f\‘)
Alack! But only outer beauty is valued.
Fragrance of love once spread, ﬁ-sm :&
Hatred of interference always pervade.
Sweet lies had the mouth told

But remnant venom has never known.
u @ﬂ%l“l o *NCe

Feelings change with time people leave.
eelings gew ‘ p 'p v . S S
Though they leave can't confiscate memories.

Life changes us with the elapsing to time, oreT @R

But it can't change our thoughts, constant!
g & RIRIERSITRIR

Swamping in distress, results in self destruction,
Hence we are left repented, unable to rehab.
People have dynamic notion in life '
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Solitude and Tussle

® Dipanjali Kalita
B.Voc. 3" Sem.

"All my eyes could perceive was the mayhem around hue and cry"

The streets we used to walk upon yesterday
Turned out to be battleground today.

Firing rounds after rounds, till it get into tour ears like a lulla by.
Those barrage shaking you like it wants
To wake you from a dream you were never into.

The whole lot running bare feet out of dread,
Direction, not being to concern.

Someone stopped by me and

Said welcome home.

The air pushed me out of the bolt,

Though I was still confused of what's going on.
The picture was still blurred,

Though clear enough to evince that it was war
'What have we done?' the question that came out
of my grief, anger and doubt.

'Why us?' the questions quite obvious,

Though no answers around.

I cried, a lot. And suddenly, someone whispered,
"The worst is yet to come' and so did it.

It shocked us dusk and down,

Round and round, until one day.

When all this came to an end....

until one day,

when all the pain and agony vanished like haze.

Still mudding around as it was so hard to believe,
That finally it was peace all around,

That all grief is gone, finally a sign of solace.
Yes! I am 'DEAD'

So if you ever wonder,

Let me tell you that,

Solitude hails only with your ' DEMISE'. O
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| Believe

® Manashree Mazumdar
H.S. 1% Year

I believe that the Sun shines after the rain

I believe if you don't get hurt you'll never gain
I believe in not doing things the easy way

I believe that being selfish doesn't pay

I believe not in fight

I believe that revenge isn't right

I believe that first impressions last

And there is nothing better than a good laugh.

I believe that dreams do come true

I believe there's destiny for me and you.

I believe that good things come to those who wait
And it is never too late.

I believe the whole world is a stage

I believe we only get better with age

I believe one moment can change your life
And there's still help when you're in strife.

I believe living is the best experience

I believe in not laughing at other people's expense
I believe in always looking on the bright side

I believe that life is just one big ride. O

% (bel ieve)ver‘b;.

1 Accept (something) astrue
2T have faith. /

e

Darling Low arveCvergreen

® Neha Begum
B.A. 1% Sem., Arts

Because I'm at the end of my rope!

I pray to my Lord, seek to see you;

I gaze on your silhouette.

In the gloom, I'm at my lowest,

These days just seems so dark,

The nights never end;

To moon and the stars are nothing without you!

Your voice, calmer than the sea

Your skin, gentle as a feather

Oh! that mystic braid I ever dream of!
Darling, you are evergreen!

B
You told me not to cry,
: When you were gone,
But trust me, this pain took me to the edge;
Sorry! I couldn't hold you till dawn.
| Meet me in my after life
= é The only hope I've to live with

Just lay you down, sing you a lullaby
Here, I bid my last goodbye! O
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Her eyes are as bright as day light,
Her hair is as black as dark night;

The quicker the better is her walk;
The sweeter the lovelier is her talk.

She works day-night like an ox in the field,
She takes care of all like a bird shield; \,
She ignore all her pain and strain,

Her unconditional love for us is hard to explain. W @if

Thou must have an idea

About whom I was wondering—
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Dream Destination :

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration (LBSNAA)

B Munchumi Baruah
B.A. 1** Sem., Deptt. of English

As the saying goes—

“Success is not permanent
And failure is not final.”

Everyone is bound to have a dream in their life. Just like everyone, I also have a dream. In
short my dream destination is Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration or
“LBSNAA”. As an IAS aspirant, I have a dream to be at LBSNAA one day. Every single day I dream
of being at “LBSNAA”.

Life at LBSNAA : LBSNAA or Lal bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration,
situated in Mussoorie, Uttarakhand is the dream destination for lakhs of aspirants who appear for
the UPSC Civil Services Examination each year. This is where they find the first reward of their
long and arduous UPSC journey, and get courage to brace for the life ahead as a Civil Servant
in this country. The successful aspirants find themselves in the academy following a routine ®
meant to enhance their personalities and groom them into the best version of themselves.
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This beautiful journey begins with the 4 months
foundation course where officers across the services
are trained together. The officers of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) continue this professional
training at the academy while officers belonging to
other services like Indian Foreign Service (IFS), Indian
Police Service (IPS), and Indian Reserve Service (IRS)
etc. join their respective colleges for further training.
They are not provided with all academic inputs and
insights on public administration and good governance
but also get exposure to extracurricular activities like
the Himalayan trek, village visits etc. which enables
them to develop lifelong friendship and introduces to
the asperities of rural India.

working in the field from across the country so that
they can learn the best practices of governance in
India and can also learn from each other.

Towards the end of Phase-II training, a weeklong
foreign study tour is also conducted. This two long
year training teaches the future Civil Servants to
chnalize their energies in the right directions; to become
individuals who would impart their duties with utmost
integrity, devotion and professionalism to solve the
troubles of the common masses.

Foundation course is succeeded by Phase I of the
IAS professional training. The aspirants get the priceless
opportunities to travel across the length and breadth of
the country. This “Bharat Darshan” enables the
aspirants, not only to see India but also to feel India
and greet India. On the academic side classes are held
on all subjects and matters that would come handy
while executing the duties and responsibilities of an
IAS officer. They are then sent out for nearly year
long district training, where they get an opportunity to
learn from the best collectors in the country the ones
who are actually making a difference at the ground
level. District training is succeeded by Phase-II training
where they are made to share a varied experience of

i
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At the end, I would like to quote a few lines from
academy song of the Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration, Mussoorie, Uttarakhand
which echoes in the hearts and mind of all the aspirants
which all had pledged to live by what this 2 year training
had really taught—

“be firm in your fate

Be courageous in action

Keep your head erect,

Fear not”. m

Source : Competition Success Review, Google.
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CHANDUBI
" AFIELD REPORT

Report prepared by—
B.A. 3" Sem. Students, Deptt. of Economics (Honours)

INTRODUCTION :

Chandubi is one of the most famous picnic spots of Assam, located in the Rabha Hasong Autonomous Council
of Kamrup district. It is situated at a distance of 64 kilometers from the city of Guwahati and 33 kilometers
from Mirza. The place is mainly famous for Chandubi Lake. It is a natural lake or wetland which was formed
in the year 1897, due to a massive earthquake in Assam During that period the forest went down and became
the lake. The lake is inside Barduar Reserve Forest, located at the foot of Garohills, surrounded by Assam and
Meghalaya. The lake is a biodiversity hotspot, where

several migratory birds visit the place every year. Another
key attraction of Chandubi is the Chandubi Festival. It
started in the year 2010 which is neld every year since
then, during the first week of January. The Chandubi
Festival is a five day long celebration, which witnesses 5
a display of variety of traditional and ethnic culture. The |
major aim of Chandubi Festival is to promote ecotourism
in this bio-diversity hotspot of Assam. Every year a large
number of tourists and people from all over the state visit
Chandubi Festival. The place is also popularly visited

because of its immense natural beauty and heritage.

NATURAL SCENARIO AND ENVIRONMENT OF CHANDUBI :

= 4 Natural beauty is a key feature of Chandubi. The Chandubi Lake
is one of the beautiful lakes of Assam and among the best places to
< experience the natural richness of our state. The lake covers an area
of 300 hectares of land. It is a natural sightseeing and a perfect place
'"| to experience Mother Nature in its purest form. This lake attracts a
sizable amount of migratory birds during winter. As the lake is located
"8 inside a forest reserve, it is a potential site for bird conservation. The
| beauty of the lake and its surroundings lays a charm-that lures a huge
number of tourists who visits the sight to relax in the lap of nature. The
other attractions are the areas with raw jungles, tea gardens and the
lagoon in the lake. It is the home to a large numbers of terrestrial trees
and aquatic plants and animals. The lake is surrounded by low hills with
moist deciduous forest and semi evergreen forest. Sal (Shorea robusta)
is the dominant tree species in the area. The lake also holds exotic E
wildife. It is a breeding ground for both residential and migratory birds. LE
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Flora of Chandubi includes trees like bamboo,
rubber, sal, teakwood, mango, etc. The fauna found
in the place are- Assamese Macaque, Capped
Langur, Hoolock gibbon, Asiatic Black Bear, Jungle
Cat, Leopard, Asian Elephant, Wild Boar, Barking
Deer, Chinese Porcupine, etc. White cheeked-hill-
partridge, Mountain Bamboo-partridge, Blyth’s
kingfisher, Blue throated barbet, White Throated
Bulbul, Grey Peacock Pheasant are various biome
species of conservation interest of Chandubi.

Another attractive feature of Chandubi is that a
large area of Loharghat (a place near Chandubi) is full
of tea estates Tea estates are generally available in
upper Assam. However, the availability of tea estate in |
lower Assam is unique to Loharghat which makes a
specialty for Chandubi to be more visited by tourists.
The place is relatively pure and less polluted as it is out
of the reach of so called modern civilization. It is calm =
and peaceful covered by deep forest and small distinct |
villages. The climate is moderate and humid (up to 73%
relatively more humid) with mosi rainfall during the |© === g
monsoon season (May- September). The mean maximum summer temperature is 34°C.

HISTORY OF CHANDUBI :

Reportedly the lake came into being on June 12,
1897 as a result of a devastating earthquake in Assam.
The area was formerly filled with five mountains and
forests. In that earthquake, the tectonic plates of the
area separated at fault lines creating a gap between
them which resulted the mountains and the forest to
sink and thereby formed the lake. Thus, it has immense
value as a lake, formed by a geological event that
occurred in the past.

There are many historical theories related to the
origin of the name of Chandubi for the lake. Some says
that the name Chandubl is derived from two words where ‘Chand’ means five and ‘Dubi’ means sinking in the

Khasi language. The Khasi people of Meghalaya perform religious functions and rituals in the honor of “Chan-
Obeis’ (Ubleis god) near a Dubi i.e. a water body. Thus, the lake was formerly as ‘Chan-Ublei-dubi’. Later
the local Rabha-Khachari tribes of Assam started to refer the lake as ‘Chan-dubi’ omitting the ‘Ublei’ part from
the original name. Thus it was named Chandubi. Another theory says that there was a famous legendary
merchant named Chanda Sadagar. It is believed that he used the lake as his transit point and went up through
0 the Kulsi River with his merchandise to the bordering Meghalaya. The lake became famous by his name- water
g body ‘dubi’ used by the merchant Chand. Thus, it was thereafter called by the name Chandubi. While one of
the theories also says that the origin of the same dates back to the British period in Assam. The place



mesmerized a British officer who came to enjoy the
sunset on the lake. So, he described the lake as the
place where the sun sets which literally means ‘dubi
jua’ in Assamese i.e. Chandubi. Though there are several
stories related to the origin of the name of the lake, yet
the first story mentioned, is believed to be more
appropriate.
CHANDUBI FESTIVAL :

Chandubi Festival was first held in the year 2010.
Since then, it is held every year in the month of January

generally between 1st to Sth January, a five day long
festival. The festival is a showcase to a variety of |
traditional and cultural items of local tribes like Garo, [
Khasi and Boro. Locally grown products and Food courts
of different ethnic cuisines are also put up

The 11th version of the festival was started on 1st
of January, 2021. This version of Chandubi festival was
held for 4 days instead of 5 days, keeping the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic situation in mind. This edition of
the festival witnessed a large number of tourists from
far and near places, as it included a number of culture
and tradition, ranging from ethnic food, dance, music and many more. The volunteers of the festival were young
boys and girls belonging from the local area.

The event had several sections for different
purposes. The open market place enabled the buying
and selling of both local products and those from outside.
| The food and beverage section was catered according

| to the needs of guest and visitors, by providing them, a
taste of local cuisines. Local products like rice, fruits,
vegetables, pickles, honey, etc. were also sold in this
section. Moreover, roasted pork and rice beer, alongside
an array of delicious fish items, special snail and crab
recipes were also served in the festival. The most important section was however, the cultural showcase. It

had a vast array of exhibition, ranging from bamboo
products, woodcraft and tree stump carvings to hand
dyed fabrics and cloths. Real life model of the traditional
houses of the people were also created and exhibited.
Various cultural and traditional dances from the entire |
northeastern states were also displayed in the festival.
Traditional outfit, made from handloom were also put on
sale. Horticulture, bookstall, household items made from |
bamboo were available as well. The festival also had
boat rides and fishing facility in the lake. The whole
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environment was like that of a carnival. To encourage
creative minds, a photography exhibition “Hooiku’ was
also held this time, in the festival where winners were
awarded cash price.

The closing ceremony consisted of the traditional
prayers to the Hindu God ‘Shiva’ and offering of
traditional rice bear prepared according to the Rabha
ethnic style. Then, this was followed by the lightening
of the campfire by the dignitaries. The lightening of the
campfire kicked off the start of the singing and dancing

around the campfire. Started by the local young boys

and girls, dignitaries also j J01n the event. Other guests also joined in thereafter and this merry making event went
T : on for quite some time.

Thus, the attraction of Chandubi Festival mostly
# | consists of local folk culture, ethnic food, ethnic music
and dance. Bamboo products and multi-lingual books
were also available in the festival. Moreover the annual
publication of the magazine ‘Lokeia’ is a great step for
the younger generation and folk writers to increase their

_ writing skills. The traditional Hanaghora dance in
Chandubl festival reflects the rehglous and cultural tradition of the local tribes there. It also showcases Assamese
tradition through the display of various Assamese food, cloths, books, dance, craft, etc. The Chandubi festival
is certainly adding more value to the place as it helps in branding and showcasing the cultural diversity and
uniqueness of the area.

CHANDUBI PICNIC SPOT :

Chandubi picnic spot is located around the Chandubi
Lake. The spot is calm and peaceful covered by forests |
and hilly lands. It is an ideal picnic spot because of its |
environment, which is endowed with immense natural K5t
beauty. The most attractive feature of Chandubi picnic
spot is the sunset. Most of the people visit the spot only
to view the magnificent sunset at the lake. The setting
sun colors the whole area with golden yellow and
tangerine, making harmony with the natural greenery of
the place, a view that would mesmerize the beholder’s
eyes for ages.

Every year many people from local and foreign areas, visit the place to enjoy their holidays or picnic,

especially during the winters. The picnic spot experiences the highest number of visitors on the New Year and
New Year’s Eve. It is also over crowded during the time of Chandubi festival. There is an open free space
near the bank of the lake where people put up their tent and enjoy their picnic. There are also facilities of boat
2 riding and fishing on the lake. On the heart of the lake there is a village, named Joramukhuria forest village,
¢ consisting of 20 odd families, belonging from Rabha tribe. The families are mainly dependent on boating on the
lake. Almost all members from all the families work here as boatmen. Their main source of livelihood is boating



and some other tourism related activities. There is also the Joramukhuria stream in this village; people also pay
The local people do all the work themselves as far the tourism is concerned.

However, there is a huge responsibility of maintenance of the place, for the local people. As the place is
Therefore in order to develop the area, a society was formed in 2007, known as ‘Chandubi Tourism Development
Society’ with the address of Chandubi Rajapara (RHAC), Kamrup (Rural). It was made compulsory by the
regulations are also imposed by RHAC to develop and maintain the area. Thus, the cooperation of the visitors
is also necessary.

"

In order to keep the spot pollution free and to ‘
maintain the healthy ecosystem and diversity of the area,
sustainability of greater Chandubi. The visitors must abide '
by the following instructions:
prohibited.

® To throw plastic or any kind of disposable only

® Any type of electronic sound system is not
allowed.

® Quarrel among the visitors in the picnic spot is not allowed.

CONCLUSION :

important parts of it. Though the place is quite popular in the entire state, it needs much recognition from the
outside as well. Proper advertising and investment would help in this case. At the same time, it is important to
to preserve the natural purity of the place, so that we can account for a sustainable development. Also,
environmentalist and government as well as forest authorities should impose strict measures to prevent any kind

a visit to it very often. Thus the local people are engaged and trying to develop the tourism industry at Chandubi.
a picnic spot, where people eat and drink, it is obvious that some degree of pollution and garbage will occur.
society that the visitors must pay some entry fees in order to enter into the picnic spot. Many rules and
The rules and regulations of RHAC :
the RHAC has laid down certain rules in keeping with |

® Picnic outside the marking boundary is strictly
at the dustbins or indicated place.

® Drinking any kind of alcohol or wine as well as any kind of outrage is not allowed.

Chandubi is a place of wonders and beauty. Both Chandubi Festival and Chandubi picnic spots are
keep the place safe and clean and make it an environmental friendly tourist destination. It is our responsibility
of illegal work in the area. We should also take care of our own actions while visiting places like Chandubi. m

REFERENCES:
1. Wikipedia (Available: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chandubi Lake)
2. Chandubi Jungle Camp (Available: https://chandubijunglecamp.wordpress.com/2016/10/27/)
3. The Travelling Slacker (Available: https://travellingslacker.com/chandubi-lake/)
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RIVER DOLPHINS OF

BRAHMAPUTRA, THEIR ECOLOGY &
CONSERVATION : A SURVEY

Survey conducted by—
Ellore Choudhury, Astt. Prof., Zoology
Mayurakshi Sharma (supervisor)

Chandan Das, Unashri Kalita,
Mayurpankhi Das, Dulumoni Nath
B.Sc. 5th sem. Deptt. of Zoology (Honours)

"The victim mindset dilutes the human potential. By
not accepting personal responsibility, we greatly

reduce our power to change them."
—Steve Maraboli

Albert Einstein said, “There’s no question dolphins are smarter than humans as they play more!” “Indeed,
this fickle and nimble aquatic creature is one of the most charismatic mega-fauna of the Indian sub-continent.
One of its species called Ganges river dolphin (Platanista gangetica) is found in the Ganges-Brahmaputra -
Meghna and Karnaphurli river system of India, Nepal and Bangladesh. It falls under the order cataceae and
family Iniidae of the mammalian kingdom. The Ganges river dolphin was recognized as the state aquatic animal
of Assam in 2008 and declared as the National Aquatic Animal of India in 2009.

HABITS, HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION :

As Ganges river dolphin is an aquatic mammal, they cannot breath underwater due to the absence of gills
and needs to come out of the surface every 30-120 seconds. While doing so, they produce a sound which gave
them their local name sisu. Since these dolphins inhabit freshwater river systems which generally contains muddy
water, they suffer from poor eyesight and tiny, non functional eyes that lack lenses. Therefore, they use
echolocation for preying and navigation. Ganges dolphins are found in high concentrations in counter current
pools below channel convergences and sharp meanders and above and below mid-channel islands, bridge pilings
and other engineering structures that cause scouring (Smith, 1993). In Assam, there are three sites where dolphin
concentration is more which are— (a) Brahmaputra river (mainstream), (b) Kulsi river and, (c) the Subansiri
river.

POPULATION DECLINE & ITS CAUSES :

There is a sharp decline in population of river dolphins and in the 50-100 years to an extent that they have
been listed as endangered species by IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nation) in 2006. At a global
range, there are less than 2000 river dolphins present now. The Brahmaputra has around 250-300 of them. A
recent survey resulted in the estimation of 29 dolphins in the Kulsi river (Wakid, 2008).

T For the confirmation of these datas and to witness this scrumptious species, we conducted a brief survey
of 3 days in the Kulsi river. We visited the sites in the morning, as it said to be preferable to witness them. On



the first two days, we visited the site at Kukurmara, but couldn’t spot any. When we asked the local people,
they claimed that hardly two or three are left in the area. Depleting fish population has made the ideal abode
into a starving one. Moreover, illegal sand mining and disposal of industrial effluents have pushed this endangered
mammal under threat. (photo:1.1: Kulsi river at Kukurmara). On the third day, we moved to another place at
Chhaygaon (Parghat) and luckily sighted 4-5 river dolphins there. (photo:1.2: Kulsi river at parghat, photo)

After questioning the local people, it was found that the number of river dolphins decreased rapidly due to
increasing pollution and lack of consideration.

There are several causes for the deterioration of
river dolphin’s populations in the Brahmaputra.
According to recent data, altogether 28 number of
dolphins were killed during 2004 and 2005, both
accidentally as well as intentionally. Some of the major
causes posing threats to this innocent species are as
follows:

(1) PEACHING & HAUNTING :

Dolphins are peached for oil and haunted by tribal
people of upper Brahmaputra (generally the mising tribe)
for meat. Dolphin oil has a high market value (Rs.600
to Rs.1000)for its wide utilization in traditional medicine
and fish attractant.

Photo: 1.1: Kulsi river at Kukurmara

(2) INTERACTION WITH FISHING TOOLS :

Many times, river dolphins have been accidently
killed when captured in nets. A survey done by Wakid
in 2008, however showed killings of dolphins due to gill
net entanglement is indeed intentional rather than
accidental.

(3) SAND MINING :

Though there are no records of poaching or
accidental killings of river dolphin in the Kulsi river of
Kukurmara area, yet high rate of sand mining activities
were reported by Mohan.al. (1998). But in the recent
Photo: 1.2: Kulsi river at Parghat years, the local people have become more aware of
the adversities created and have tried to reduce the
mortality rate of the dolphins by adapting to other means
of livelihood.

(4) DAM CONSTRUCTION :

The river dolphins of the Brahmaputra are most
affected by dam construction and various other
developmental projects through interrupted movements
and habitat degradation. The National Hydro Power
Corporation (NHPC) has been constructing a 116m

high dam on the river Subansiri which directly affects %
Photo:1.3: River dolphin at Chhaygaon Parghat the population of the dolphins. #E
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(5) WATER POLLUTION : The magnitude of
surface water pollution is increasing in Kulsi river. The
discharged waste products from various industries along
with domestic households is the source of chemical
pollution resulting in death of the species.

. 4

Photo: 1.4: River Dolphin at Dorabeel-Kolohi
Photo Credit- Prasanna Kalita
CONSERVATIVE MEASURES :

In 1985, first effect was taken to document the
threat faced by this species. The central Government
had implemented “Ganga Action Plan (GAPI)” which
gave indications about their threatened state for the
first time. Later in 1991, “Ganga Action Plan (GAP!)”
was launched and it aimed at conservation of the healthy
populations of Gangetic dolphin in Ganga river system.

Even in Assam, various organization have taken
up initiatives for the conservation of river dolphins from
time to time. Extensive community based conservation
initiatives of the Gangetic Dolphin Research and
Conservation Programme of Aaranyak have resulted

Refferences:

in the reduction of mortality rate of the species due to
poaching. Awareness programmes for fishermen and
local communities have been conducted in the recent
years as these are the people who need to realize the
significance of wildlife conservation really well. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in his recent Independence
day speech on 15 Aug, 2020 said that Government
plans to launch a project Dolphin, which will aim at
saving both river and marine dolphins besides
strengthening their biodiversity.

Apart from these, substantial conservative
measures like periodic monitoring of the dolphin
population, frequent monitoring of river pollution, setting
up breeding centers for the species etc, must be taken
by the State and Central Governments.
CONCLUSION : “We don’t own the planet Earth, we
belong to it. And we must share it with our wildlife.”
River dolphins, having adequate playful spirit, teach us
the philosophy of life with each glide that invades high
waves. Nature is all about balance, and every other
species is maintaining it well. The only exception is us,
the humans who because of our need and greed have
made an impact on this ecological balance to
unprecedented levels. Though we cannot undo the
damage that we have already done, but we can definitely
minimize it, as being considered the most intelligent
species of the world. Let’s not believe that someone
else will do it and assist one another on our awakening
journey; because it is now or never | B

1. Basir. T, Khan. A, Behera. S.K., & Gautam. P (2010); Socio-economic factors threatening the survival of Ganges River Dolphin
Platenista gangetica gangetica in the upper Ganges River, India Journal of Threatened Taxa 2 (8) 1087-1091.

2. Gill T. Braulik, Uzma.n, Masood.A. & Randall, R.R(2015): Review of status, threats and conservation management options for the
endangered Indus River blind dolphin. Elsevier Biological Conservation 192(2015)30-41.

3. TUCN (2017) : 2017 The IUCN Red list of threatened species: Platenista gangetica ISSN 23078235.
4. Sharma.H. (2020) : Project Dolphin : Why is it important to save a declining river species? The Indian Express, Sept 6, 2020, 10:13:36

am, New Delhi.

5. Sinha.R.K., Behra.S. & Choudhury. B.C (2010) : The conservation action plan for the Ganges river dolphin 2010-2020. Ministry of

Environment and forests, Government of India, 2010.

6. Smith.B.D (1993): 1990 status and conservation of the Ganges river dolphin (Platenista Gangetica) in the Karnali River, Nepal.

Biological Conservation, 66: 159-1609.

7. Wakid.A. (2005): Conservation of Gangetic dolphin in Brahmaputra river system, India; Final technical report, 80pp.

8. Wakid.A. & Braulik. G (2009) : Protection of endangered Ganges river dolphin in Brahmaputra river, Assam, India; Final technical

report to Sir Peter Scott Fund, IUCN, 44p.

FE Sources:

1. www.edgeofexistence.com
2. www.wikipedia.com



e Fiuwe e 99 el e
2055-30%0 T I

+ SRR S 2 T FA b SIFAA (90/53/205 (3)
LTF ¢ T FACEHITS WA
+ FEAGE 3 (HCam W
+ Teiofs g SIS wA
+ Toreilfe 3 fagia (et
CIERIBES $ T JICEife v (ILFF)
+ AL[A A WS 3 S WA
+ 28 YRS TS s Wl (fY
ARRIRE] 2 TRl Ffetel
+ TN, AT W A ol ¢ eEe Gy
g 3 T T 7t
+ TS, v ol ot 3 wolerremife el
ogRYTE 3 T W SAGT
+ iifus, wat feefa ot 3 fstifer wm
SHERIER ¢ © fTeadt sgat
+ TTE, OF A A bF [ ¢ Taiehie are
CraERIRE 2 WY *RIAl
+ TS, Aiegies et g HOF W
TGIRIYTS 3 UG FAN (T
+ TS, Fre [etal g =TT (YR
RIS 3 SE Flerel
+ TVE, TG G ]St ¢ Tawm qret
BRI FICT O i
+ WS, $9T 5ot Ko g o FeTol 0
SEERIEE 3 Fraie o% Wi E

Wi St TR AR J4oia 4 8b AT AT 4 S0



Annual Activity Report of N.S.S. Unit For the Year : 2019-2021
D. K. College, Mirza, Kamrup (Assam)

IN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES

Sl. No. Date Occasion Venue Total Volunteer
1 04-06-2019 | B.Sc. 1st Semester Admission D. K. College 18
2 05-06-2019 | World Environmental Day D. K. College 20
3 11-06-2019 B.A. 1st Semester Admission D. K. College 19
4 13-06-2019 | H.S. 1st Year (Science) Admission D. K. College 20
5 14-06-2019 | B.Com. 1st Semester Admission D. K. College 10
6 17-06-2019 H.S. 1st Year (Arts) Admission D. K. College 32
7 21-06-2019 International Day of Yoga D. K. College 10
8 22-06-2019 | "Anti Tobacco" Awareness Programme D. K. College 29
9 30-07-2019 | One Day Camp D. K. College 15
10 29-08-2019 | General Meeting D. K. College 117
11 30-08-2019 | One Day Camp D. K. College 87
12 31-08-2019 | General Meeting D. K. College 83
13 04-09-2019 Dakshin Kamrup Media Organisation's D. K. College 40

7" Foundation Day
14 05-09-2019 | Teacher's Day D. K. College 55
15 24-09-2019 | 50" N.S.S. Foundation Day D. K. College 68
16 27-10-2019 K.K.H.S.0.U. Students Induction Programme | D. K. College 10
17 01-11-2019 General Meeting D. K. College 76
18 10-11-2019 N.S.S Office Clean D. K. College 36
19 14-11-2019 Foundation Day of College D. K. College 37
20 17-01-2020 Swachh Bharat D. K. College 25
21 18-01-2020 Fit India D. K. College 28
22 28-01-2020 | One Day Camp D. K. College 48
23 13-03-2020 | One Day Camp D. K. College 40
24 14-03-2020 | Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in Independence Day | D. K. College 12
25 15-08-2020 Independence Day D. K. College 5
26 19-09-2020 Fit India Freedom Run D. K. College 34
27 24-09-2020 | N.S.S Foundation Day D. K. College 23
28 02-10-2020 | Gandhi Jayanti/Swachh Bharat D. K. College 26
29 13-11-2020 One Day Camp D. K. College 57
30 14-11-2020 Foundation Day of College D. K. College 16
31 23-12-2020 "Anti Tobacco" Awareness Programme D. K. College 20
E 32 25-01-2021 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan D. K. College 43
‘E 33 26-01-2021 Republic Day D. K. College 5




34 27-01-2021 Election Awareness Programme D. K. College 12
35 13-02-2021 General Meeting D. K. College 73
36 15-02-2021 One Day Camp in Saraswati Puja D. K. College 59
37 07-04-2021 One Day Camp D. K. College 49
38 08-04-2021 Special College Festival D. K. College
39 09-04-2021
40 10-04-2021
ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE THE CAMPUS
ﬁcl;_ Date Occasion Venue VOTSA":LN
1 21-06-2019 International Day of Yoga Gauhati University 14
2 23-06-2019 Blood Donation Camp Nemcare Hospital 10
3 22-08-2019 "Anti Tobacco" Awareness Programme Sontola Primary School 23
4 07-09-2019 "Anti Tobacco" Awareness Programme Bartari School 10
5 11-09-2019to | National Integration Camp H.S.S., New Delhi 05
17-09-2019
6 25-09-2019to | Capacity Building Programme on Gauhati University 05
27-09-2019 Entrepreneurship Development
7 03-10-2019 Swacchata Abhiyan Guwahati Khanapara 15
8 04-10-2019to | National Integration Camp Odisha (Cattak) 15
09-10-2019
9 19-10-2019to | National Integration Camp Uttarpradesh (Kushinagar) 09
24-10-2019
10 | 05-11-2019to | Children Festival Madhya Pradesh (Vidisha) 24
11-11-2019
11 22-02-2020 N.Y.P. Camp Rajathan, Jaipur 12
The Report is prepared by—

Dipjyoti Das
Organiser, NSS Unit
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PRINCIPAL AND TEACHING STAFF OF OUR COLLEGE

SESSION : 2019-20

PRINCIPAL i/c
Dr. Phanindra Ch. Thakuria, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. (to 30-11-2019)

PRINCIPAL

Dr. Nabajyoti Das, M.Sc., Ph.D. (From 01-12-2019)

ARTS STREAM

DEPARTMENT OF ASSAMESE :

Dr. Phanindra Ch. Thakuria, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.

Sunil Talukdar, M.A. (NET)

Dr. Niva Thakuria, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. (HoD)

Adward Steady N. Sangma, M.A. (Double), (NET), Prabin
Dr. Lakshmi Kalita, M.A., Ph.D.

Manoj Kumar Das, M.A.

John Kr. Kalita, M.A. M.Phil., B.Ed.

Dr. Banashree Das, M.A. (NET), M.Phil., Ph.D.

Dr. Nabajit Mazumdar, M.A., Ph.D. (NET)

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH :
Dr. Jilmil Bora, M.A., Ph.D.

Dr. Gargee Chakraborty, M.A., Ph.D. (HoD)
Dr. Devaijit Das, M.A. (NET), M.Ed., Ph.D.
Aparna Goswami, M.A. (NET)

Sailendra Kumar Das, M.A.

Himangshu Ranjan Barman, M.A.

Bhaswati Sarma, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS :
Dr. Kumud Bhagawati, M.A., Ph.D., B.Ed.

Dr. Archana Mali, M.A., Ph.D. (HoD)

Dr. Jonali Nath, M.A. (SLET), M.Phil., Ph.D., B.Ed.
Chayanika Goswami, M.A. (NET), M.Phil., B.Ed.
Anuradha Gogoi, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION :
Dipika Devi, M.A., B.Ed.

Ashim Ranjan Sarma, M.A., PGDGC (HoD)
Bhabani Baishya, M.A., M.Phil.

Dr. Rashmi Mili, M.A., Ph.D.

Jagadish Sarma, M.A., B.Ed.

Bhimakshi Das, M.A. B.Ed.

Chandana Sarma, M.A., B.Ed.

Bhupali Kumari, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE :

Manash Pratim Baruah, M.A. (HoD)
Sourav Jyoti Sarma, M.A. (NET), M.Phil.
Dr. Bhasker Pegu, M.A., Ph.D.

Barnali Kalita, M.A. (SLET)

Sraban Kr. Dihidar, M.A. (NET), M.Phil.
Parul Kalita, M.A., B.Ed., LLB

Hirak Jyoti Rajbongshi, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY :
Dr. Aditi Devi Choudhury, M.A., LLB, Ph.D. (HoD)
Anuj Kalita, M.A., M.Phil.

Jaba Kalita, M.A., M.Phil.

Shivanee Kumari, M.A., B.Ed.

Puspanjali Baruah, M.A., B.Ed.

Jumi Kalita, M.A., B.Ed.

Namita Choudhury, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY :

Dr. Madhuri Saikia, M.A., Master's of Tourism Management, Ph.D. (HoD)
Dhrubajyoti Gogoi, M.A., M.Phil., M.C.J.

Dulumoni Nath, M.A.

Elorananda Pathak, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY (Arts/Science) :
Ashok Kr. Sarma, M.A., M.Phil. (HoD)

Isha Haque Ali, M.A. (SLET)

Homeswar Das, M.Sc., M.Phil.

Dipika Choudhury, M.A., B.Ed.

Azaruddin Khan, M.Sc., M.Phil.

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY :
Mainee Pathak, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY :
Neetu Kalita, M.A.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS :
Pranita Kakati, M.Sc. (HoD)

Debendra Sarma, M.Sc.

Dhanesh Doley, M.Sc., M.Phil

Prasanta Kalita, M.Sc., B.Ed.

Partha Pratim Kalita, M.Sc., M.Tech.

Sudevi Roy, M.Sc.

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY :
Dr. Nagendra Sharma, M.Sc., Ph.D. (HoD)
Jayanta Kr. Baishya, M.Sc., M.Phil.

Utpal Das, M.Sc., M.Phil.

Pinku Sarma, M.Sc. (NET)

Shikha Baruah, M.Sc.

Bhaskarjyoti Kalita, M.Sc.

Anamika Das, M.Sc.

Ananya Kalita, M.Sc.




DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS : DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES :

Akhil Ch. Das, M.Sc. Bharati Das, M.Sc.

Dr. Prabin Ch. Kalita, M.Sc., Ph.D. (HoD) Sumita Kalita, M.Sc.

Dr. Anjan Buragohain, M.Sc., Ph.D. .
Dr. Jnanendra Upadhyay, M.Sc. (SLET), Ph.D. DEPARTMENT OF INSTRUMENTATION :
Pranjal Das, M.Sc. Nikhilesh Mishra, M.Sc.

'V'_?”OIJ' gas, '::'-?AC-S DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY :
Viwal Baruah, M.Sc. Manabendra Kalita, M.Sc., DFPT

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY : Dr. Nilakshi Gohain, M.Sc., Ph.D.

Dr. Deepalee Das, M.Sc., Ph.D. (HoD) _

Dr. Namita Sharma, M.Sc., Ph.D. COMMERCE STREAM

Pabitra Jyoti Kalita, M.Sc., M.Phil. DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT :

Dr. Nripendra Kr. Choudhury, M.Sc., Ph.D. Bibhash Baran Kalita, M.Com. (SLET)

Ellora Choudhury, M.Sc., M.Phil.
Rumi Kalita, M.Sc.
Priyanka Das, M.Sc.

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE :
Pompi Haloi, M.Com. (NET)

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY : DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTANCY :

Karuna Kanta Das, M.Sc., M.Phil. Tandralim Kashyap, M.Com. (SLET), M.Phil., B.Ed.

Dr. Durlav Narayan Singha, M.Sc., B.Ed., Ph.D. (HoD) Pranita Thakuria, M.A. (NET), Prabin

gf- f;rg' fﬂhgkrava“y' M.Sc. (NET), Ph.D. CENTER FOR MEDIA STUDIES
inti Roy, M.Sc.

Sumi Dzs M.Sc. Dr. Sailen Das, MAMC, Ph.D., PGDCA (HoD)

Swagata Nath, M.Sc. Shabnam Shahin, MAMC, M.Phil.

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE : "B.VOC. COURSE |
Dhiraj Ch. Das, MCA (HoD) B.VOC. COURSE

Himadri Goswami, M.Sc. Swarup Jyoti Sarma, M.A., B.Ed.
Sadananda Das, PGDCA Pari Kalita, M.B.A., LLB
Dhruba Jyoti Kalita, PGDCA Kalpaijit Doloi, PGDCA

NON-TEACHING STAFF OF THE COLLEGE BEARER/LAB. BEARER/GRADE IV

1. Jatindra Medhi (S.A.) Jagadish Saloi 23. Ananda Das

2. Mina Kumari Talukdar, B.A. (U.D.A.) Hiren Thakuria 24. Dhaneswar Mazumdar
3. Arup Kr. Das, B.A. (UD.A) Jatin Ch. Das 25. Nayan Das

4. Hiren Kalita, B.A., B.Ed. (L.D.A.) Reena Das 26. Rubul Kalita

5. Kushal Ch. Kalita, B.A. (L.D.A.) Harakanta Das 27. Champak Kumar

6. Barnali Bora, B.A. (L.D.A.) Kalpana Das 28. Saneswar Kaiborta

7. Ramen Kalita, B.Sc. LT. (L.D.A.) Dwijen Ch. Kalita 29. Pabitra Das

g g;l)e?rjllttalg;ﬁ?a%i Nabajit Das 30. Dhrubajyoti Das

Rupdhar Rabha
. Jiten Kumar
. Bimal Kalita
. Phanidhar Nath
. Deben Ch. Das

NIGHT CHOWKIDAR :
1. Bipul Baishya

2. Bipul Das

3. Simanta Das

10. Nayanmoni Kalita, M.A., B.Ed.
11. Jitumoni Kalita, B.A., PGDCA
12. Parul Das, B.A.

13. Kumar Akash, B.A.

P AN E Do —m ORI R W~

LIBRARY STAFF : . Diganta Medhi :
1. Himadri Mayee Bora, M.Lib.Sc., M.Phil. (Librarian) . Ch%lkradhar Nath Togii.bigﬂ;;ro g:fss '
2. Panchimita Kalita, M.Lib.Sc., PGDCA (Asst. Lib) 15’ Apurba Kaiborta > Dt
3. Pinku Bora, B.A. . Deepjyoti Das 3. Lakhya Dhar Kumar
4. Jon Moni Das Debo Mali .
5. Avjan Borasor Bomn, BCA, PGDM 19. Jonali Kalita SECURITY
. Anjan Paras » BCA, 20. Biswajit Baishya 1. Parameswar Das 7
HEALTH : 21. Jyoti Partha Das 2. Guneswar Das 2
1. Kalpana Kalita (Nurse) 22. Sankar Das 3. Babul Das “g
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF D. K. COLLEGE, MIRZA

RESULT OF M.A. (ASSAMESE) FINAL EXAMINATION SINCE 2016

UNDER GAUHATI UNIVERSITY AT D. K. COLLEGE, MIRZA

Total % of
Year Total Appeared 1st Class 2nd Class Successful Successful
Candidate Candidate
2016 38 04 34 38 100
2017 47 10 37 47 100
2018 35 01 33 34 97.14
2019 30 - 30 30 100
2020 35 24 08 32 91.4
M.Sc. (Zoology)
Total % of
Year Total Appeared 1st Class 2nd Class Successful Successful
Candidate Candidate
2019 10 01 09 10 100
2020 10 05 - 05 50

RESULT T.D.C. FINAL EXAMINATION SINCE 2015 UNDER GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

ARTS STREAM

Total % of
Year Total Appeared 1st Class Successful Candidate Successful Candidate
2015 568 102 435 76.58
2016 689 130 485 70.39
2017 683 147 502 73.54
2018 622 166 405 65.11
2019 612 127 355 58
2020 590 209 375 63.55




SCIENCE STREAM

Total % of
Year Total Appeared 1st Class Successful Candidate Successful Candidate
2015 133 47 96 72.18
2016 190 63 135 71.05
2017 188 65 144 76.60
2018 233 64 135 57.93
2019 230 83 126 54.78
2020 236 135 150 63.55

COMMERCE STREAM

Total % of
Year Total Appeared 1st Class Successful Candidate Successful Candidate
2020 48 06 30 62.5

RESULT OF H. S. FINAL EXAMINATION (LAST 5 YEARS)

SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES IN ARTS STREAM

Total 1st 2nd 3rd Total % of
Year Appeared Division Division Division Succe.ssful Succe.ssful
in Arts Candidate Candidate
2016 656 126 242 216 584 89.02
2017 591 150 202 196 548 92.72
2018 579 138 236 180 554 95.70
2019 615 138 201 241 580 94.30
2020 475 115 174 156 445 93.68
Year AprI[‘)Oet;I{ed Dix}issgon Di%ll;s(iion Disfs(zon Sug‘:«:.:slful Sujze.;)sfful
in Arts Candidate Candidate
2016 312 226 60 01 287 92.00
2017 357 206 125 12 343 96.08
2018 335 185 124 06 315 94.00
2019 308 143 137 13 293 95.13 2
2020 309 114 156 15 285 92.23 %
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